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A  DOCUMENT  FOR  ALL  THINKING  MEN! 
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THE  POLITICAL  LETTERS  AND  WRI- 
TINGS  OF  GENERAL  SCOTT, 

REV-IEWED,  DISCUSSED,  ANB  COMPAKED. 

Hh  Native  Jlmericanism  proved  by  his  own  words  ! 

His  support  of  thc  Bankrupt  Law  provéd  by  his  own  words! 

His  support  of  the  United  Slates  Bank  proved  by  Tiis  own 

words! 
His  ignorance  of  the  Consíitution  proved  by  his  own  words  ! 
His  hostility  to  Catholics  proved  by  his  own  words  ! 

And,  fmally,  his  incompetency ,  his  aristocracy,  and  his  per- 
'  severing  efforts  against  the  naturalization  laws,  proved 
by  his  own  words  !  ^^ 


GENERAL  SCOTT'S  POLITICAL  LETTERS  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

The  following  are  all  the  poUtical  letters  and  productions  of  General 
Scott,  written  and  printed  before  his  nomination  by  the  last  Whig  Na- 
tional Convention,  and  since  he  has  been  an  aspirant  for  presidential 
honors.  They  wijl  be  useful  as  matters  of  reference  during  the  present 
campaign.  Constituíing,  as  they  do,  the  chart  of  his  poUtical  faith,  they 
deserve  to  be  read  and  reviewcd  with  care;  and  coming,  as  they  do, 
from  the  whig  candidato  for  President,  they  should  be  carefully  preserved. 
By  whomsoever  perused,  however,  these  productions  will  créate  no  senti- 
ment  oí  admiration  for  the  writer.  Lacking  in  good  sense,  in  good  taste, 
and  even  in  literary  accuracy,  they  alternately  exhibit  him  as  vain,  domi- 
neering,  anfl  shallow. 

HIS  ARDENT  NATIVE  AMEIUCANISM. 

General  Scott's  devotion  to  thc  principies  of  Native- Americanism — his 
hostility  to  foreigners— appears  to  be  about  the  only  fixed  principie  of  his 
niind.     Surrounded  by  contradictions  and  denials  it  inay  be,  but  it  ofteii 


A-l^ 


reappears  above  the  chaos  oT  his  thoughts  with  more  than  its  original 
earnestness.     It  is  true  that,  in  his  letter  of  October  25,  1841,  which  is 
the  first  in  the  hst  below  pubHshed,  he  annoiinces  that,  ^^I  (he)  íélt  the 
liveUest  joy,  when  the  ahen  and  sedition  laws  expired,  in  the  triumph  of 
Mr.  Jeíferson  ;"  and  it  is  also  true  that  at  the  cióse  of  the  same  letter  he 
says  that  he  would  accept  a  nomination  for  the  presidency,  ^^provided 
ihat  i  (he)  be  noi  required  to  renounce  any  principie  pioftjs&ed  above" — 
that  is,  in  the  same  letter;  and  he  then  adds,  wilh  great  fervor  and  forcé, 
^^7ny  principies  are  convictioiis.^^     But  it  will  presently  appear  that  of  all 
his  expedients  to  reform  the  naturahzation  laws,  those  which  looked  to 
their  practical  abrogation  are  clearly  the  only  real  sentiments  of  his  heart. 
As  an  evidence, equally  of  his  sympathy  with  the  very  alien  law  over  whose 
repeal  he  rejoices  in  1841,  reference  may  be  made  to  his  letter  of  lOth 
November,  1841,  in  the  same  year,  (or  Mo.  2  of  those  printed  below,)  iu 
which  he  shows  that,  on  thrce  distinct  occa,sio7is,  he  was  ready  and  anx- 
ious  to  take  part  against  the  adopted  citizens,  and  ríi  favor  of  the  Native- 
Americans.  He  was  an  early  idolaterof  that  most  pestilential  creed.  "These 
views,"  he  says,  in  the  letter  just  alluded  to,  ^Miad  their  origin  in  the 
stormy  elections  of  the  spring  of  1835,  and  were  confirmed  in  the  week  that 
the  Harrison  electors  were  chosen  in  New  York"— which  was  in  November 
of  1840.    He  goes  on:  ^^  On  boih  occasions  I  was  in  that  city,  and  heard 
in  the  streets,  ^Down  with  the  natives.'     It  was  heard  in  almost  every 
group  of  foreigners  as  the  signal  for  rallying  and  outrage.     Fired  witii 
iNDicíNATioN,  two  fricnds  sat  down  with  me  in  my  parlor  at  the  Astor 
House,  (November,  1840,)  to  draw  up  an  add^ess  to  rally  an  American 
party."    Of  the  nianner  in  which  these  views  continued  to  control  him, 
observe  how,  in  the  same  letter,  for  the  third  ¿imey  he  repeats  and  ampli- 
fies  them:  '^I  now  hesitate  between  extending  the  period  of  residcMce 
before  naturahzation  and  the  total  repeal  of  all  acts  of  Congress  on  the 
subject.    My  mind  inchnes  to  the  latter."     In  his  letter  of  October  25, 
1841,  he  rejoices  over  the  repeal  of  the  alien  law,  enacted  under  John 
Adams,  in  1793,  which  provided  that  all  foreigners  should  remain  four- 
teen  years  ifi  this  country  before  they  could  be  entitled  to  a  vote.     (See 
page  540,  Story  and  Sharswood's  United  States  Statutes  at  liarge  )    Even 
when  he  wrote  this  letter,  he  had,  six  years  before,  imbibed  hostile  views 
to  the  foreigners — views  which  were  '^confirmed,"  one  year  before,  in 
the  Harrison  campaign;  views  which,  one  year  aíter,  he  imbodied  in 
the  sweeping  declaration  that  he  was  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  all  our 
naturahzation  laws— thus  deliberately  proclaiming  sentiments  in  regard 
to  the  alien  law  which  his  own  action  before,  and  directly  after,  rebuked — 
at  the  same  time  that  he  entertained  and  finally  avowed  a  chonge  on  the 
subjection  of  naturalization,  which  contemplated  a  more  radical  change 
than  even  that  alien  law  at  whose  overthrow  he  had  rejoiced  !     In  com- 
menting  upon  General  Scott's  letter  of  acceptance,  which  concludes  the 
list,  we  shall  contrast  his  new  views  with  his  oíd  views,  and  piove  that 
extremes  are  often  reconciled  by  eífecting  the  same  results.     When  Gen- 
eral Scott  wrote  his  letter  in  1841— dating  his  Nativism  in  1836,  six  years 
before— the  bloody  and  fatal  riots  in  Philadelphia  had  notyettaken  place. 
But  it  is  notorious  that  that  letter  was  fuel  added  to  the  fire,  and  was 
held  up  as  the  invocation  to  those  frightfnl  excesses  and  crimes  of  May 
and  June,  1844. 
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SCOTT  ADVOCATES  THE  UNITED  STATES  BANK  AND  THE  BANKRÜPT  LAW 

IN  1841. 

<^  General  Scott,  in  his  first  letter,  (October  25,  184í^  take<?  ^mnnrl  ín 

?ltt  Jtf^Z^'''^^}^,'^'^!^.^  of  the  extra  session  of  1841-a  session 
v¡tó7rx^nM  í'"-'''''''^'*  "^^"je  wnig  party,  and  which,  but  for  Mr.  Tyler's 
IT  Vr^l  'f^"' f^^íed  fatal  to  manyof  the  great  interests  of  the  coun- 
vL/  bankrupt  bilí  became  a  law  in  that  session.     When  General 

Scott  approved  and  applauded  it,  it  was  inflictin^  the  most  ZefxdZma 
^ences  upon  the  comüry.    Though  it  e¿sted  %ut  a  shorSe  i' wS 
jvielded  with  tremendous  power  to  oblitérate  honest  debL/and To  plun^S 

mS   of"f  K^'"*^  "''^"'  '"^f  P"^«-    I'  i^  «^timated  thatíour  huSed 
milhons  of  debts  were  sponged  out  by  this  sweeping  process      Genenil 

síLtV''""^^.^^'  ^T^  ^"^  '^''  '^^'  ^  ^ell  as  fofa  BaXf  Ihe  UnftS 
it  was  con^pelled  to  re^  ^ and' *«  eV^TsUt^ofl^^^^^^^ 

-=?seTní^^^^^^^ 

of  the  amount  of  injury  inflicted  upon  the  people  bv  th^banf  ¿m  ifma? 

CoVlHif  F^^'VV%'^^^  ^í'^^^f  the  UVLces  of  í¿e  bis 
Jaw  of  1841,  for  which  General  Scott  says  he  would  have  voted  h^.M?» 

been  m  Congress  during  the  celebrated  extra  session  ^  ^'"^  ^^ 

nf  ííííi  K     '■^'=°"*^<^ted  that  that  law  was  enacted  during  the  extra  session 
?L-f     1,^^  ^  f^^J'  ^"'^'  ^"'^  that  it  remained  in  operft  on  Sntü  MaX 

Mr.  Benton  said,  in  the  Senate,  on  the  Uth  of  Jannarv  iSl-í  ,i..» 
he  bankrupt  law  (approved  by  General  Scot     '4nSfed  Sun 
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bilí  of  the  Hoiise  would  have  an  efiect  to  continué  tliis  odious  law  on  ihe 
statute-book." 

l^he  legislatiire  of  New  Hampshire,  in  instrucling  Iheir  senators  to  vote 
for  the  repeal  of  the  bankrupt  law,.  advocated  by  General  Scott,  said 
that  ^^  it  disregards  the  sanctity  of  all  existing  contracts  and  the  vested 
xights  of  creditors,  and  at  one  sweep  both  strips  the  States  of '  authority 
always  heretofore  exercised  in  insoivent  cases,  even  unuer  the  oid  bank- 
rupt law  of  1801,  and  robs  the  whole  class  of  creditors,  female  as  well  as 
male,  orphans  and  minors  as  well  as  adults,  of  rights  and  privileges 
deemed  till  now  inviolate,  and  secured  by  all  the  sacredness  of  prívate 
contracts  and  the  strongest  forcé  of  State  legislation  !" 

This  was  the  law  which  General  Scott  would  have  voted  for  had  he 
been  in  Congress  in  1841. 

General  Scott  tells  us  that  his  ^^  principies  are  convictions,"  in  his 
letter  of  October,  1841,  and  in  his  subsequent  letters  he  afíects  a  recanta- 
tion  of  some  oí  the  views  he  then  expressed  ;  but  the  reader  will  observe 
that  he  recanis  no  one  of  his  opinions  so  warmly  avowed  in  favor  of  the 
bankrupt  law,  the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  and  the  distribution  of  the 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands.  On  the  contrary,  in  his  letter 
of  acceptance  in  June  last,  he  distinctly  refers  '^  to  the  well-known  inci- 
dents  of  his  long  public  life" — these  three  being  a  portion  of  those  inci- 
jents — as  the  best  guarantee  or  pledge  he  can  give  to  the  country  for  his< 
futuro  course.  His  notions  in  favor  of  a  modified  veto  were  proclaimed 
in  1841,  and  repeated  in  1852  -,  and  this  in  the  teeth  of  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Tyler's  vetoes  in  1841  had  saved  the  country  from  incalculable  disas- 
ter,  and  that  the  systern  of  the  Independent  Treasury,  built  upon  the 
ruins  of  the  vetoed  Bank  of  the  United  States,  had  diíTused  confidence 
and  security  among»our  monetary  circles,  from  the  dayof  its  re  establish- 
ment,  without.inlerruption,  down  to  the  present  hour. 

SCOTT  AND  PIERCE  CONTRASTED. 

* 

We  pass  over  General  Scott's  letter  upon  slavery.     Any  candidato  in 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Seward  may  safely  proclaim  any  opinions  he  pléases. 
He  must  to  the  last  be  controlled  by  that  arch  agitator,  as  he  has  hereto- 
fore been,  and  as  he  is  now  controlled  by  him.     Gen.  Scott  may  be  ad- 
vocated by  the  southern  whigs,  as  he  is,  as  standing  upon  the  whig  plat- 
form  erected  at  Baltimore,  in  June  ;  and  he  may  be  presented  to  the 
North  by  Mr.  Greeley  and  his  coadjutors,  as  he  is,  as  a  candidato  forced 
to  accept  that  platform  or  to  forego  his  nomination  j  but,  however  pledged 
and  however  committed,  Mr.  Seward  will  pro  ve  to  be  the  soul  of  his  ad- 
ministration,  should  he  be  elected,  and  will  imprégnate  the  whole  policy 
of  the  government  wilh  his  views.     It  is  asserted  that  it  is  this  argument 
that  must  finally  concéntrate  upon  Scott  the  abolition  and  free-soil  votes 
of  the  North  ;  and  that  such  is  the  object  of  Mr.  Seward  cannot  be  de- 
nied.     Indeed,  that  he  uses  every  southern  objection  to  Scott  as  a  north- 
ern  argument  in  his  favor,  is  extremely  notorious.     But  there  is  no  voter 
who  professos  to  lovetlie  truth — whether  he  be  free-soiler,  abolitionist,  or 
southerner — who  would  not  prefer  the  direct,  unequivocal,  and  straight- 
forward  policy  of  Picrce,  on  all  questions,  slavery  inclusive,  to  the  half- 
liearted,  double-faced,  and  niany-sided  creed  of  General  Scott,  as  illus- 
írated  by  his  own  opinions  and  the  acts  oí  his  friends  on  all  subjects. 
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GENERAL  SCOTT  AND  ANNEXATION.  , 

General  Scott  takes  gronnd,  iji  his  letter  No.  4,  for  the  peaceable  an- 
'nexation  of  Canadá  ;  but  he  is  evidently  against  any  more  southern  ac- 
quisitions.     How  soon  or  near  the  day  may  be  when  Canadá  shall  be- 
come  a  porlioii  of  ihe  United  States  is  abundantly  apocryphal ;  but  the 
broad  historical  lact  stands  out  for  refíeciion  and  for  refereiicti,  íhaí  íhe 
party  to  which  General  Scott  is  now  allied  has  always  been  hostile  to 
the  extensión  of  oiir  instiiutions,  to  the  enlargement  of  oiir  territorios,  and 
to  ihat  safe  and  steady  progress  which  is  the  oíFspring  of  a  people  gov- 
erned  by  impulses  and  by  laws  like  ours.     At  first  as  at  the  last,  in  the 
beginning  as  at  the  present  day,  the  cry  has  been  maintáined,  ^^no  more 
territory  ;"  and  whether  it  was  heard  against  Jefferson  when  he  pur- 
chased  Louisiana,  or  against  Polk  when  ho  annexed  Texas  or  acquired 
California,  it  carne  from  the  same  men  and  from  the  same  party.     In 
just  and  harmonious*  concordance  with  this  watchword  was  the  crusade 
against  the  emigration,  or,  what  is  the  same,  the  naturalization  of  for- 
eigners,  headed  by  Scott  and  the  Native-American  whig  party.     How 
full  of  significance  is  General  Scott's  appeal  to  Canadá,  when  contrasted 
with  his  silence  upon  the  blessings  and  benefits  that  have  flowed  from 
our  acquisitions  in  olher  quarters  !     How  eloquent  his  subsequent  refusal 
to  notice  the  results  of  the  nuptials  between  California  and  the  American 
Union  !    And  yet  how  constantly  and  chillingly  all  this  is  contrasted  with 
his  formerwilful  blindness  to  acknowledge  the  incalculable  local  and 
national  advantages  that  have  vindicated  the  purchase  of  Louisiana  and 
the  anncxation  of  Texas !     Is  the  cheap  proffer  of  Canadá  intended  as  a 
rebuke  to  that  which  the  whole  world  applauds  and  admires  in  the  ex- 
ample  pre'sented  by  our  southwestern  acquisitions,  or  as  a  promise  to 
conciliate  prejudices  that  continué  to  assail  the  territorial  policy  of  the 
democratic  party? 

GENERAL  SCOTT'S   INSULT  TO  THE   ADOPTED   CITIZENS   WHO   FOIÍGHT 
FOR  OÜR  COUNTRY  IN  THE  REVOLUTIONARY  AND  LATE  WARS.    - 

The  next  letters  (numbers  5  and  6)  are  those  upon  which  his  recanta- 
tion  of  Native-American  doctrines  is  based.  They  are  addressed,  respect- 
ively,  to  W.  E.  Robinson,  esq.,  one  of  the  editors  of  Greeley's  New 
York  Tribune,  and  Robert  Tyler,  esq.,  of  Philadelphia.  The  letter 
Xo  Mr.  Robinson  contains  an  error  inpoint  offact  In  that  letter  General 
Scott  tries  to  créate  the  impression  that  he  wrote  his  Native-American 
letter  (of  November  10,  1841)  in  a  state  of  excitement.  The  excitement 
he  refers  to  took  place  in  1S4Ü,  when  Harrison  was  elected,  and  did  not 
exist\vhen  he  wrote  his  Nativo  letter,  one  year  after.  This  Native-Ameri- 
can letter  was  a  cool,  delibérate,  and  well-digested  performance,  and,  as 
we  shall  presently  show,  is  entirely  consisteot  with  the  avowals  made 
sime  he  recanted  that  letter.  The  main  reason  for  this  half-recantation 
of  General  Scott  is,  because  the  adopted  citizens  behaved  bravely  in 
México.  The  excuse  is  as  gross  an  insult  as  the  original  outrage  it  is 
intended  to  palliate  and  gloss  over.  Pray,  General  Scott,'  did  the 
adopted  citizens  not  behave  well  in  the  last  war  with  England?  Did 
they  not  behave  well  in  the  revolutionary  war?  If  they  did— and  you 
►daré  not  controvert  history  and  say  they  did  not— why  did  not  the  recol- 
lection  of  their  valor  in  both  of  our  wars  fot  independence  (in  one  of 
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whicji  you  served)  save  them  from  your  bitter,  proscriptive,  and  most  in- 
tolerant  scheme  of  disfranchisement,  indulged  and  advocated  from  1835 
down  to  1841  and  1844?     It  is  simply  to  expose  either  yonr  scant  logic 
or  your  large  insincerity,  to  allega  thal  you  waited  to  be  convinced  of 
thenr  bravery  m  México,  where  you  punished  aímost  the  only  adopted 
Ciíizieii»  ihai  ever  forgoi  ihe  American  líag,  or  entitled  themselves  to  the 
execration  and  scorn  of  patriotic  Irishmen,  Germans,  and  Frenchmen. 
Ineífable  and  consummate  argument !     How  long  he  waited  for  the  truth  ! 
He  was  not  convinced  by  Lapayette  and  his  legions  ;  by  Montgomery  • 
by  KosciusKO ;  by  Pulaski  ;  by  De  Kalb,  and  by  the  masses  of  for- 
eigners  who  poured  out  their  blood  in  the  seven  years'  war  of  the  Revo- 
lution,  and  afterwards  sacrificed  their  Uves  on  land  and  sea  in  our  final 
conflict  with  England.     While  the  country  erected  monuments  to  the 
illustrious  dead,  while  history  recorded  their  gallant  deeds,  and  while 
the  doors  of  the  ünion  were  throwu  wideopen  to  the  widest  wave  of 
emigration,  as  a  tribute  to  the  sentiment  that  nevcr  forgets  a  national 
favor,  General  Scott  refused  to  be  convinced,  and  went  on  preparing  his 
schemes  of  proscription  of  the  adopted  citizens.     Penitence  like  this,  even 
if  unsustained  by  subsequent  attempts  at  reform  on  the  same  subjects,  all 
looking  to  the  practical  exclusión  of  the  foreigner  from  the  advantages  of 
emigration,  amounts  to  less  than  nothing, 
We  now  give  the  letters,  in  regular  order: 
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No.  1. 

OnParlyPolilics^TheJudidary-^TheExecuUve  Veto—Rolatlonin  Office-^One  Presidential  Tcm— 
•agency  of  the  President  in  Legislation—Secret  of  Oath-bound  Societies,  S^c. 

Washington,  Octoher  25,  1841. 

Gbktlemen  :  I  have  lately  had  the  honor  to  receive  many  letters  from  as  many  different 
States,  eí»ch  propounding,  on  the  part  of  the  writer  and  his  neighbors,  nearly  the  same  polilical 
interrogatories,  to  which  answers  are  required. 

The.scope  of  the  inquines  is  a  flattering  proof  of  the  intereet  that  some  of  my  countrymen 
take  m  the  opinión^  that  I  have  formed  on  certain  great  principies  of  abiding  importance  to  the 
Buccess  of  our  syetems  of  government;  and  as  I  have  nothing  to  conceal,  if  nothmg  of  valué  to 
communicate,  I  shall  at  once,  without  policy  or  reserve,  and  in  the  form  of  a  circular,  comply 
"With  their  eeveral  requests.  ^        r  j 

Partt  POLiTics.—Although,  from  early  manhood,  I  have,  by  the  profession  of  arms,  in  de- 
fence  of  country,  been  thrown  out  of  the  arena  of  party  política,  yet  I  have  never  ceased  to  be 
an  attentive  observer  of  public  events,  and  thus,  I  believe,  there  has  scarcely  been  a  discussion 
of  moment  in  Congrees,  within  my  time,  on  which  1  did  no^  form,  and  modestJy,  but  firmly, 
express  a  jlaseing  opinión. 

A  mere  youth,  I  felt  the  liveliest  joy  when  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  expired  in  the  triumph 
of  Mr.  Jeíferson.  From  1806  1  was  oíd  enough,  by  specch  and  pen,  to  cali  for  a  prompt  and  an 
energetic  redrees  of  our  wrongs  suftered  from  Great  Britain,  under  her  ordcrs  in  council,  attack 
on  the  Chesapeake  frigate,  and  long-continued  impressment  of  our  seamen  :  and  whcn  the  war 
of  1812  at  length  came,  I  was  among  the  first  and  longest  in  the  presence  of  the  foe.  The  in- 
sults  received  from  the  French  Directory,  their  depredations  on  our  coramerce,  renewed  under 
NapoJeon's  decrees,  (Berlin  and  Milán,)  which  followed  the  British  ordcrs  in  council,  also 
largely  shared  in  my  indignant  reprobation. 

The  administrations  of  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Monroe,  like  that  of  Mr.  Jeffereon,  had,  in  their 
respective  periods,  my  humble  but  hearty  approbation ;  and  I  have  since  censured  nóthing  in 
either  but  the  sale  of  a  part  and  the  diamantling  of  the  remainder  of  our  navy,  the  gun-boat  sys- 
tem  of  defencé  that  followed,  and  the  indefinito  embargo,  which,  crippling  us  for  war  by  de- 
Btroyin^  our  commerce  and  finances  and  oppressing  agriculture,  was  long  contlnued  without 
redressmg  one  outrage  from  abroad. 

I  give  this  little  sketch  cf  the  growth  of  my  party  feelings  or  opinions— unimportant,  perhaps, 
cxcept  to  myaelf  and  a  few  paitial  friends— to  show  that,  if  I  have  never  been  a  federaüst  in 
any  party  sense  of  the  term,  so  never  have  I  been  a  jacobin,  an-  impracticable,  or  abstractionist, 
in  any  eense  whatever,  but  always  an  old-fashioned  republican,  devoted  to  the  support  of  law 
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and  order — a  deniocratic  whig,  just  as  all  my  family  havc  been  whigs,  in  the  great  struggle  for 
national  freedom  and  independence. 

The  jüdiciary. — From  an  early  and  long-conlinued  study  of  elementary  law,  niy  mind  has 
ever  been  imbued  with  a  deep  reverence  for  the  bench,  State  and  federal — an  independent  de- 
partment  in  our  system  of  governnnent — and  which,  holding  neiiher  the  purse  to  corrupt  ñor  the 
sword  of  power  to  terrify,  addresses  itself  only  with  the  mild  forcé  of  persuasive  reason  to  the 
intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  «vhole  comraunity.  By  the  federal  constitution  every  possible  safe- 
guard  is  provided  to  shield  its  jüdiciary  ag^ainst  fleeting  prejudice,  political  rancór,  and  party 
dependence,  to  which  legislatord  and  the  executive  are  unavoidably  directed  and  constantly  ex- 
poáed.  Henee  to  the  "  one  Supreme  Court "  is  wisely  extended  (by  "  appeMate  jurisdiction  ") 
*' all  cases  in  law  and  equity  ansing  under  ihe  constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  and 
treaties  raade,  or  which  shaii  be  made,  under  their  authority." 

Looking  to  this  express  provisión,  I  have  always  held  that  when  a  doubtful  question — arising 
under  either  the  constitution  itaelf,  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  under  an  act  of  Congress,  or  a 
treaty — has  once  been  solemnly  adjudicated  by  that  court,  the  principie  of  that  decisión  ought  to 
be  taken  by  all  as  dcfinitively  settled,  unless,  indeed,  it  be  upon  a  rehearing  before  the  same  tri-0 
bunal.  This  appears  to  me  too  clear  for  disputation  ;  for  the  court  is  not  only  declared  to  be 
supreme,  and  henee  there  can  be  no  bench  beyond,  but  to  Congress  is  only  given  the  power  to 
constitute  "  inferior"  tribunaJá.  By  appeals  to  the  Supreme  Court,  a  settlement  was  intended  to 
be  reached,  and  anarchy,  through  a  lon^  distraction  of  the  public  mind,  on  great  questions  of 
legislative  and  executive  power,  thus  rendcred  impossible.  Practically,  therefore,  for  the  people, 
and  especially  their  funcuonaries,  to  deny,  to  disturb,  or  impugn  principies  thus  constitutionally 
established,  strikes  me  as  of  evil  example,  if  not  of  a  dir«ct  revolutionary  tendency,  except,  in- 
deed, in  the  case  of  a  judicial  decisión,  enlarging  power,  and  agamst  liberty ;  and  any  dangerous 
error  of  this  sort  can  always  be  easily  corrected  (and  should  be  only  corrected)  by  an  amend- 
ment  of  the  constitution  in  one  of  the  modes  prescribed  by  that  instrument  itself— the  organic 
law  of  the  States  and  the  people.  Misconstructions  of  law  other  than  the  constitution  are  yet 
more  readily  corrected  by  amendatory  or  declaratory  acts  of  Congress. 

Tbe  executive  veto. — This,  by  the  framers  of  the  constitution,  could  only  have  been  de- 
signed  :  1.  To  enable  the  Picsident  to  defend  his  own  rightful  powers  against  usurpations  on  the 
part  of  Congress.  2.  To  enable  him  to  forbid  other  legislative  infractions  of  the  constitution  j 
and  3.     To  guard  the  country  against  other  acts  of  hasty  or  violent  legislation. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  a  case,  under  the  first  or  second  of  those  heads,  against  which 
the  jüdiciary— the  balance- wheel  of  the  system— Joes  not  aíford,  of  itself,  all  the  security  that 
the  people  can  require. 

But,  without  the  protection  of  either  the  bench  or  the  veto,  would  the  executive  department 
(become  so  super-judicial^f  late  years)  be  to6  weak  to  fulfil  the  strictly  execuiive  functions  for 
which  it  was  more  particularly  created  ;  or,  rather,  would  not  that  department  still  be  the  most 
powerful  for  evil  in  the  government.^ 

The  President  is,  under  the  checks  of  the  constitution  and  law,  rightfully  invested  with  the 
power  of  the  sword,  and  he  has  a^ain  and  again  had  that  of  the  purse  also.  The  houses  of 
Congress,  it  is  true,  lay  taxes,  fix  imposls,  and  res;ula*e  the  sales  of  the  public  domain  ;  but  it 
is  he,  through  his  agents,  who  handles  the  proceeds.  From  1833  to  1836  (to  say  nothing  of  the 
prest nt)  he  alone  nommated  and  dismissed  all  the  agents  who  kept,  as  well  as  those  who  col- 
lected,  distributed,  and  disbursed  the  public  revenue.  The  apothegm,  make  us  execulors,  toe 
cure  not  who  are  your  legatees,  has  a  frightfal  application  to  such  agents  and  the  immense 
treasure  that  anually  passes  through  their  hands. 

The  rapid  increase  and  spread  of  population,  the  growth  of  national  wealth,  the  amount  of 
revenue  collected  and  disbursed,  the  new  relations  (by  the  extensión  of  commerce)  with  foreiga 
countriea,  the  additional  appointments  at  home  and  abroad,  the  number  and  valué  of  contracta — 
all  constantly  and  necessarily  on  the  increase — a  general  dccay  in  moráis,  perhaps  as  great  in 
Congress  as  elsewhcre  ;  tho  habit  that  we  have  seen  prevail  during  several  presidential  terms,  of 
íilling  public  offices  with  but  liitle  or  no  regürd  to  moral  standing— have,  taken  together,  already 
onened  to  the  head  of  the  governmeni  elem'ints  of  power  and  corruption  which  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  framers  and  adoptcrs  of  the  constitution  to  foresee  or  to  conceive.  Who,  at  that 
distant  day,  for  example,  ever  dreamed  of  the  spectacles  which  have  recently  disgusted  every 
honest  citizen? — of  postmastars,  mail  contructora,  mail  agents,  and  census  takers,  covering  the 
land  with  government  pamphlets,  handbills,  and  extra  gazettes,  sufficient  (if  read)  to  sap  the 
moráis,  public  and  prívate,  of  an  entire  generaiion? — of  the  custom-house  mercenaries  in  the 
large  cities,  livin^:  on  the  public,  neglecting  every  duty  for  party  meetings  and  the  polis,  and 
rendering  to  power  the  most  bribe-worthy  services  ?— of  district  attorneys  and  collectors — ram- 
bling  missionaries,  defending  every  abuse  of  office — their  own  the  most  indecent — in  order  to 
maintain  power  in  the  hands  of  their  patrón  ?  All  who  have  reflected  on  the  foregoing  facta 
must  be  ready  to  affirm  that  executive  patronage  "  has  increascd,  is  increasing,  and  ought  to  be 
diminished." 

I  hope,  then,  by  an  eárly  amendment  of  the  constitution  to  see  a  reduction  of  the  Presidentas 
velo.     The  regulation  of  patronage  would  properly  follow. 

There  can  be  no  good  reason  why  the  veto  should  not  be  overeóme  by  a  bare  majority  in  each 
house  of  Congress  of  all  the  members  elected  to  it — say,  for  the  benefit  of  refieciion,  at  the  end 
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of  ten  days  from  the  return  ofthe  bilí.  An  amendmenttothis  effect  would  leave  tbe  President— 
the  eencral  representative  of  every  State  and  district— armed  with  the  votes  of  all  the  members 
absent  at  the  mcment  from  the  respective  houses— and  there  will  always  be  some  abeent  froni 

rÓtation  in  office.— The  inquiry  undcr  this  head  is  not  definite  in  any  letter  before  me.  It, 
howeverjs  rreguraed  to  refer:  1.  To  governors  and  secretarles  of  Territones  and  some  ofthe 
iudffes  therein  ;  district  attorneys,  coiieciors,  kui  vcjruro,  auu  ini»«.  v..«wv.«  ^^  ...v.  v.««.v,«.o  ,  ...^. 
¿hale,  postmasters  whose  commissions  amount  to  a  thousand  dollars  per  annum  ;  navy  agents, 
registeis  and  receivers  of  land  offices,  sui veyors  general  of  lands,  and  Indian  ager^s— all  of 
whom  are  by  law  appointed  for  a  term  of  four  years,  but  subject,  by  express  enactment,  (except 
the  iudges,)  to  be  removed  at  pleasure.  2.  To  a  high  class  of  civil  officers  (next  to  the  chiefs) 
in  tlie  exe^utive  departments  at  Washington  ;  other  high  functionaries-foreign  ministers,  secre- 
tarles of  leeation,  and  consuls,  postmasters  whose  commissions  amount  to  lesa  than  a  thousana 
dollars  per  annum:  superiníendents  of  Indian  offairs,  Indian  sub-agents,  &c.-all  appomted 

«without  limitation  as  to  time,  yet  subject,  in  practice-not  by  express  law— to  be  also  removed 
bt  pleasure  ;  and  3.  To  the  assistants  allowed  by  law  to  very  many  of  the  principáis  included 
above,  which  assistants  are  generally  called  clerlís— someof  them  deputies,  appraisers  weiglier», 
gaugers,  sub-inspectors,  storekeepers,  light-house  keepers,  &c.— all  appointed  and  subject  to  re- 

moval,  as  under  the  second  head.  ^       •        .      ,  .•      *         ^    4U«., 

1  am  asked  whether,  in  my  poor  opinión,  all  thosc  funcHonanes,  (amountmg  to  niany  thou- 
Bands,)  or  any  of  them,  ought  to  be  periodically  superaeded  by  original  appomtments  ?  If  yes— 
when?    And  if  a  part  only — which?  ^.,  ,  ^  -  j  -.u     » 

We  have  seen  that  a  great  number  of  offices  are  fiUed  for  a  term  of  years,  and  more  without 
ímy  limitation  as  to  term.  I,  however,  can  draw  no  line  of  just  dislinction  between  the  claims  of 
the  tMt-o  classes  upon  the  favor  of  country  or  government. 

Prcmisine  that  regular  periodical  changes  in  the  subordínate  servants  of  the  country,  nrerely 
for  the  sake  of  change,  would  necessarily  swell  executive  patronage,  already  too  much  swollen, 
I  am  obliged  to  add,  that  I  more  than  doubt,  on  other  grounde,-  the  policy  and  J«stice  of  such 
chances:  1.  Because,  for  üie  able  and  prompt  execution  of  public  business,  much  official  ex- 
perience,  in  a  great  number  of  particular  stationa,  is  known  to  be  necessary.  2.  Becauee  many 
office-hoders,  appointed  under  even  reckless  admmistrations-such  as  we  have  seen-will 
always,  after  a  time,  be  found  of  tried  integrity  and  of  equal  industry  and  abihties  3.  Because, 
again,  some  may  be  found  in  a  state  of  honorable  poverty  the  result  no  less  of  stern  mtegrity 
than  ¿f  a  Ion-  and  exclusive  devolion  to  the  interests  of  the  public ;  and  4.  Because  to  remove 
such  EcrvantsTor  not  toreappoint  them  at  the  end  of  a  term,  would  not  only  discourage  suc- 
cessors  in  a  faithful  discharge  of  duty,  but  could  not  fail  to  outrage  the  moral  scnse  of  entire 
íor^munities.  I  speak  on  this  head  froní  what  I  wUnessed  in  1829-;3(rbf  the  cruel  e^penmen ts 
on  a  large  scale,  then  made  upon  the  sensibilities  of  the  country,  and  the  mischiefs  to  the  public 

interests  which  early  ensued.  ,  u  r  d  »»: 

What  1  would,  therefore,  humbly  advisé  is  this:  to  turn  cuf,  not  only  on  a  change  of  Presi- 
dent  but  in  any  and  every  week  of  the  year,  all  office-holders  known  to  be  deficient  in  either 
honeVty,  capaciíy,  or  industry,  and  to  appoint  in  their  stead  mcn  known  to  possess  those  quali- 
ties.  Without  an  anxious  attention  to  this  rule,  a  government  of  the  people,  resting  on  yirtue 
and  intelligence,  cannot  long  be  successfuUy  maintained  ;  for  a  bl.nd  or  vicious  distribution  of 
enormous  patronage  would  soon,  by  the  forcé  of  the  highest  example,  beat  down  all  that  is 
taueht  in  the  church,  the  school-house,  and  the  coUege.  ,  n      •  ^„ 

One  PREsmENTiAL  TERM.-Of  thc  eight  Chicf  Magistrales  that  preceded  General  Harrison- 
whom  the  nation  yet  mourns-liie  first,  third,  fourth,  fiflh,  and  seventh  presided  over  this  Union, 
respectively,  two  successive  terms  ;  the  other  three,  but  four  years  each  ;  and  every  one  of  the 
€ight,  whilst  in  office,  became  a  candidate  for  a  second  term.  .     ,    ,.  .         ^.  ,    ,    ,-^„ 

I  cinsider  the  sublime  example  Bet  by  the  Father  of  his  Country  m  declining  a  thjrd  election- 

which  has  been  duly  followed  by  four  popular  Presidenís,  and  wouid  no  doubt  haré  been  Oü- 

Terved  wiih  equal  good  failh  by  the  oiher  tUree  under  like  circo m.tances- as  estabhshing  a  bar- 

rier  aeainst  a  ¿hird  term  os  impassable  as  if  it  were  imbodied  in  the  cons  uution  itself.     But  I  do 

not  consider  it  rcí-peciful  to  the  people  ñor  olherwi.  e  proper  in  a  candidate  to  sohcit  favor  on  a 

oledffe  that  if  elected,  he  will  not  accept  a  eecond  nominaron.    It  looks  too  much  like  a  bargain 

tendered  to' other  aspirants-yield  to  me  now  ;  I  shall  soon  be  out^f  your  wajr;  too  rjuch  like 

the  interí  st  that  eometimes  governs  the  cardinals  in  the  choice  of  a  Pope— many  volmg  for  them- 

selves  firat  and,  if  without  success,  finaliy  for  the  moat  suptrannuatcd,  in  order  that  the  election 

may  the  sioner  come  round  again.    I  am,  however,  in  favor  of  an  annendment  of  the  cons-itu- 

tion  in  one  of  the  forms  prescribed,  declaring  that  ho  citizr  n  should  be  eligible  to  a  rc-election 

to  the  presidency,  and  also  of  an  extensión  of  the  term  to  that  of  a  senator— a  period  of  six 

^^Agknct  OF  THE  President  IN  LEGisLATioN.— 1.  I  am  pcrsuadcd  that  this  fhould  be  slriclly 
limited— 2  To  the  veto,  qualified  as  suggested  above.  3.  To  the  command  of  the  constitution 
*'  he  shall  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the  s»ate  of  the  Union,  and 
recommend  to  their  consideration  such  measures  aa  he  shall  Judge  necessary  and  expedient;"  and 
4  To  furnishing,  thr(íugh  the  appropriatc  executive  departments,  such  details  for  billa  as  any 
c¿mmiltec  of  eiiher  house  of  Congress  may  specially  cali  for. 
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Leading  MEASURES  OF  THE  LATE  EXTBA  SEssioN  OF  CoNfiREss. — If  I  had  had  thc  honor  of  a 
vote  on  the  occasion,  it  would  have  been  given  in  favor  ofthe  land  distribution  bilí,  the  b^nkrupt 
bul,  and  the  secc)nd  bilí  for  creating  a  fiscal  corporation — having  long  been  under  a  convictioa 
that  in  peace,  as  in  war,  something  efficient,  in  the  nature  of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,  is  not 
only  *'  necessary  and  proper,"  but  indispensable  to  the  successful  operations  of  the  treasury,  as 
well  as  to  many  ofthe  wants  of  our  commerce  and  currency. 

oECRET  OR  OÁIíi-jjuui^jj  »ucii!.Tifc.s. — i  litive  iiol  uecíi  o  iiiciiiuer  ui  a  rim^uiiic  \v^^^K  iii  linríy- 
odd 'years,  ñor  a  visiter  of  any  lodge  since,  except  once — now  more  than  sixteen  years  ago. 
There  are  at  many  academies  and  colleges,  as  is  well  known,  associations  of  students,  tutors, 
and  professors,  for  purely  literary  purposes,  and  their  meetings  generally,  for  aught  that  1  know, 
may  be  secret.  Twenty-píght  years  ago  I  was  once  present  witli  such  an  association,  and  never 
since;  and  I  have,  within  five  years,  received  many  flattering  notices  of  my  having  been  enrolled 
as  an  honorary  member  of  as  many  such  associations.  I  am  sorry  to  be  reminded  that  by  some 
slrange  neglect  1  have  failed  to  accept  one  of  those  honorable  distinctions. 

Finaliy,  I  am  asked,  "  If  nominated  aa  a  candiolate  for  the  presidency,  would  you  accept  the 
nornination?"  I  beg  leave  respectfully  to  reply — Yes,  provided  that  I  be  not  required  to  renounce. 
any  principie  professed  above.    My  principies  are  convictions 

Hoping  that  you,  who  have  done  me  the  honor  to  invite  this  general  reply,  may,  with  the 
million3,  be  enalled  in  a  year  or  two  to  fix  on  some  other  citizen  as  your  candidate  more^orthy, 
and  therefore  more  likely  to  conciliaíe  the  mnjority  of  popular  sufTrpges,  I  remain,  gentlemea, 
your  fiiend  and  follow-citizen, 

WI^^FIELD  SCOTT. 


No.  2. 


On  the  JValuralizalion  Lavos. 

Washingtok,  ^']jvember  10,  1841. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  8th  instant,  wrilten,  as  you  are 
pleased  to  add,  in  behalf  of  several  hundred  Nativo  American  republicans  of  Philadelphia. 

Not  confidently,  but  not  for  publication,  I  have  already  replicd  ío  a  letter  from  David  M. 
8tone,  esej.,  of  your  city,  on  the  same  subject.  I  will  write  to  you  in  like  manner,  and  in  haste. 
This  is  the  monih  when  the  pressure  of  official  business  is  heaviest  with  me,  leaving  scarcely 
time  for  sleep  or  exercise.     i  must  not,  however,  wholly  neglect  your  communication. 

Should  any  considerable  number  of  my  fellow-countrymen  assign  me,  or  desire  to  givc  me,  a 
prominent  position  before  the  public,  I  shall  take  time  to  methodize  my  views  on  the  great: 
queetions  you  have  proposed.  Those  views  have  their  origin  in  the  stormy  elections  of 
the  spring  of  1835,  and  were  confirmed  in  thc  week  that  the  Harrúson  electora  were  choserf  ia 
JNew  York.  On  both  orcasions  1  was  in  that  city,  and  heard  in  thc  streets  "  Down  with  the 
natives."  It  was  heard*  in  almost  every  group  of  foreigners  as  the  aignal  for  rallying  and  out- 
rage. 

Fired  with  indígnation,  two  friends  sat  down  with  me  in  my  parlor  at  the  Astor  House  (No- 
vember,  1840)  to  draw  up  ap  address,  designed  to  rally  an  American  parfy. 
•     The  day  after  the  election  I  set  out  for  the  South,  and  have  ncvpr  known  precisely  why  our 
appeal  was  not  published.     Probably  the  election  of  General  Ilarrison  rendcred  the  jmblitatioa 
at  that  time  unnecessary,  in  the  opinión  of  my  two  friends. 

I  now  heeitate  between  extending  the  period  of  reeidence  before  naturalization  and  a  total 
rep^ul  of  all  acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject — my  mind  inclines  to  the  latter. 

Concurring  fuUy  in  the  principies  of  tne  Phüadelphia  movement,  í  should  prefer  assuming  the 
nanne  of  American  Republican,  as  in  New  York,  or  Democratic  Americans,  aa  I  should  respect- 
fully saggest.  Brought  up  in  the  principies  of  the  llevolution — of  Jefferson,  Madison,  &c. — 
undcr  whom  in  youth  I  commenced  life,  1  have  always  been  called,  I  havecver  professed  myself 
a  republican,  or  whig,  which  with  me  was  the  same  thing.  Democratic  Amt^cans  would  in- 
clude  all  good  native  citizens  devoted  to  our  country  and  institutions — would  not  drive  from  U3 
naturalized  citizens  who,  by  long  residence,  have  become  idenlified  with  us  in  feeUng  and 
mteresí. 

I  am  happy  to  see,  by  the  Philadelphia  National  American,  that  religión  is  to  be  excluded  na 
a  party  element.  Staunch  Protestant  aa  I  am,  both  by  biith  and  conviction,  I  shall  never  con- 
scnt  to  a  party  or  State  religión.  Religión  is  too  sacred  to  be  mingled  with  either.  It  should 
rdways  be  kept  between  cach  individual  and  hia  God,  except  in  the  way  of  reason  and  gentle 
per3ua3Íon — as  in  faraily  churchea  and  other  occasions  of  voluntary  attendance,  (after  years  of 
disc'-'ition,)  or  reciprocal  consent. 

Wishing  succesa  to  the  great  work  which  you  and  other  patriota  have  set  on  foot',  [  remain, 
"with  high  respect,  your  fellow-citizen, 

•  WÍNFIELD  SCOTT. 

To  George  Washington  Reed,  Esq.,  and  others,  Philadelphia. 


^-/? 


.  •*• 


4^X0 


% 


\ 


10' 

No.  3.    ' 

On  the  Suhject  ofSlavery. 

Washingt   4,  Fthruary  9,  1843. 

Dear  Sir  :  I  have  been  waiting  for  an  evening's  leisure  to  answer  your  lelter  before  me  ;  and 
after  an  unreasonable  delay,  am  at  last  obliged  to  reply  in  the  midst  oíofficial  occupations. 

That  I  ever  have  been  named  in  connexion  with  the  presidency  oí  the  United  States  has  not, 
I  can  assure  you,  the  son  of  an  ancient  neighbnr  and  frierid,  been  by  any  contrivance  or  desire 
of  mine;  and  certainly  I  shall  never  be  in  the  field  for  that  high  office,  unless  placed  there  by  a 
regular  nomination.  Not,  then,  being  a  candidate,  and  seeing  no  near  prospect  of  being  made 
ene,  I  onght  perhaps  to  decline  troubling  you  or  others  with  my  humble  opinions  on  great  prin- 
cipies of  State-righis  and  federal  administra!  ion;  but  as  I  cannot  plead  ignorance  of  the  partiality 
ot  a  few  friends  in  several  parts  of  the  íJnion,  who  may,  by  possibility,  in  a  certain  event,  suc- 
ceed  in  bringing  me  wiihin  the  field  from  which  a  whig  candidate  is  to  be  selected,  1  prefer  to  err 
on  the  side  of  frankness  and  candor,  rather  than  by  silence  to  allow  any  stranger  unwitlingly  to 
commit  himself  to  my  support. 

Your  inquiries  open  the  whole  question  of  domestic  slavery,  which  has,  in  diíTerent  forms,  for 
a  number  of  years  agitated  Congress  and  the  couniry. 

Premising  thot  you  are  the  first  person  who  has  interrogatcd  me  on  the  subject,  I  give  you  the 
basis  of  wjiat  would  be  my  reply  in  greater  detail,  if  time  allowed  and  the  contingency  ailuded  lo 
above  were  less  remote. 

In  boyhood,  at  William  and  Mary  College,  and  in  common  with  most,  if  not  all,  my  com- 
panions,  1  became  deeply  impressed  with  the  views  given  by  Mr.  JefTerson  in  his  *'  Notes  on 
Virginia,"  and  by  Judge  Tucker,  in  the  Appendix  to  his  edition  of  "  Blackstone's  Commenia- 
ries,"  in  favor  of  a  gradual  emancipalion  of  slaves  That  Appendix  I  have  not  seen  in  thirty-odd 
years,  and'in  the  same  period  have  read  scarcely  anything  on  the  subject;  hut  my  early  impres-^ 
sions  are  fresh  and  unchanged.  Henee,  if  I  had  had  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  the  Virginia  legislature 
in  the  winter  of  1831-'J2,  when  a  bili  was  brought  forward  to  carry  out  those  views,  I  should 
certainly  have  given  it  my  hearty  support. 

I  suppose  I  scarcely  need  say,  that  in  my  opinión  Congress  has  no  color  of  authority  under 
the  constitution  for  touching  the  relation  of  master  and  slave  within  a  State. 

I  hold  the  opposite  opinión  in  respect  to  the  District  of  Columbia.  Here,  with  the  consent 
of  the  owners,  or  on  the  payment  of  "  just  compensalion,"  Congress  may  legislate  at  its  discrc- 
tion.  But  my  conviction  is  equally  strong  that,  unless  it  be  step  by  step  wiüi  the  legialatures 
of  Virginia  and  Maryland,  it  would  be  dan^erous  to  both  races  in  thosc  States  to  touch  the  rela- 
tion between  master  and  slave  in  this  District. 

I  have  from  the  first  been  of  opinión  that  Congress  was  bound  by  the  constitution  to  rpceive, 
to  refer,  and  to  report  upon  petitions  relating  to  domestic  slavery,  as  in  the  case  of  all  other 
petitions;  but  I  have  not  failed  to  see  and  to  regret  the  unavoidable  irritation  which  the  former 
nave  produced  in  the  southern  States,  with  the  consequent  peril  to  the  two  colors,  whereby  the 
adoption  of  any  plan  of  emancipation  has  everywhere  among  us  been  greatly  retarded. 

I  own  myself  no  slaves ;  but  never  have  attached  blame  to  masters  for  not  liberaling  their 
slaves — well  knowing  that  liberation,  without  the  means  of  sending  them  in  comfoit  to  some 
position  favorable  to  the  pursuit  of  happiness,  would,  in  most  caács,  be  highly  injurious  to  all 
around,  as  well  as  to  the  manumitted  families  themselves,  unless  the,operation  were  general  and 
under  the  auspices  of  prudent  legislation.  But  I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  a  high  moral  oblija- 
tion  of  masters  and  slave-holding  States  to  employ  a'l  means,  not  incompatible  wiih  the  safety 
of  both  colors,  to  meliorate  tlavery,  even  to  extermination. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  general  meüoralion  has  been  great,  and  is  still  progressi  ve,  notwith- 
etanding  the  disturbing  causes  ailuded  to  abové.  The  more  direct  proceas  of  emancipation  may, 
no  doubt,  be  earíier  commenced  and  quíckened  in  sorae  communitiea  than  in  others.  Each,  I  da 
not  question,  has  the  right  to  jadge  for  itself,  both  a3  to  time  and  means  ;  and  I  consider  inter- 
ference  or  aid  from  without,  cxcept  on  invitation  from  authority  within,  to  be  as  hurtful  to  the 
sure  progress  of  melioration,  as  it  rr.ay  be  fatal  to  the  lives  of  va&t  multitudes,  of  all  ages,  sexes, 
and  colors.  The  work  of  liberation  cannot  be  forced  without  such  horrid  results.  Chrisiian 
philanthropy  is  ever  raild  and  considérate.  Henee  all  violence  ought  to  be  deprecated  by  the 
friends  of  religión  and  humanity.  Their  persuasions  cannot  fail  at  the  right  time  to  free  the 
master  from  the  slave,  and  the  slave  from  the  master — perhaps  before  the  latter  shall  have  found 
out  and  acknowledged  that  the  relation  between  the  parties  had  long  been  mutually  prejudicial 
to  their  worldly  interests. 

There  is  no  evil  without,  in  the  order  of  Providence,  some  compensating  benefit.  The  bleed- 
ing  African  waá  torn  from  his  savage  home  by  hia  ferocious  neighbors,  sold  into  slavery,  and 
cast  upon  this  continenl.  Here,  in  the  mild  South,  the  race  has  wonderfully  multiplied,  com- 
pared wiih  anything  ever  known  in  barbarous  life.  The  deecendants  of  a  few  thousands  have 
become  many  millions  ;  and  all,  from  the  first,  made  acquainted  with  the  arts  of  civilization,  cTnd, 
above  all,  brought  under  the  light  of  the  Gospel. 

From  the  promiae  made  lo  Abraham  some  two  thousand  years  had  elapsed  before  the  advent 
of  our  Saviour,  and  the  Israeliles,  the  chosen  people  of  God,  were,  for  wise  purposes,  suífered  to 
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w.th¡n  the  scheme  of  Providence  '^a  the  geat  work  ofspr«^  ^^^  j^,^^^ 

tinent,  with  all  the  ar     and  comforts  "^  ""'^^  7¿^",,';^s  aíeady  been  gained  fo?  him ;  and 

shun  pubUoty.  ^  ^^^^._,_  ^^^^  ,^„,y_  y„„„_  ^INFIELD  SCOTT. 

T.  P.  Atbinson,  Esq.,  DanviHe,  Va. 


# 


No.  4. 


On  the  ^iimexalion  of  Canadá, 

West  Point,  June  29, 1849. 
Mv  D..K  S..:  The  news  f-m  the  Parnanoent  of  0..iB^^^i^^J^^«,j^^^^^^ 

i"s%'„^%trtre^irte"rwrinrfrwT^^^^^ 

B  unsiick,  kc&c,  from  the  mother  coun.ry,  s«™3»''y  P™f„f  ^^  .^ek  a  con?exion  with 
Will  thok  provine.,  form  theraaelves  mto  an  '"^«P»"i',«"\,"^'^^;°"' j^  ihe  Ínter- 

our  Union  ?    f  think  the  probab.hty  is  grea  y  m  f^J^^/^^™  h  P'"'""^'  "=°'"'"S 

ests  of  both  sides  would  be  "'"'^h  promoted  by  the  annexation    tne  J     -^^  ^¡  j^e  St. 

into  the  Union  on  equal  terma  with  our  present  tbjrty  bta  es.     '";  "^         ^^       ujation,  and 
Lawrence  is  already'of  immense  ¡'"P-'''"-  «  P^^^e^ at^^ti  revenu^^^^^^^^  U^ebec 

would  be  of  great  valué  to  the  rema  nder.    After  «""^fj"  °."' 'T^,.^.'  j  custom-houae  employé$ 
would  give  US  a  better  security  aga.nst  »'""?S''"f.  Í^^Vo^se^  1^^^  I  »™  *«» 

strung  llone  the  Une  that  separates  us  from  the  Bt.tish  .P"^^''^ff "  V. ,,.„cter  of  the  provincials. 
acqu^nted  with  that  Une,  and  know  a  great  deal  "f  '^e  "tere^s  '^^^"^'^^¡^^  ^J  ¡  ,,,„„«  6. 

mos(hap;/(o/rater«;íet<.iífcourn»r(Aernondnorl/««síemne.jft6o)».  absolutely 

What  may  be  the  views  of  the  executive  g°J""";"'  ""  ^'wKóu  d^^^^        at  the  in- 
nothins ;  bul  1  think  I  cannot  err  m  say ing  that  two-thirds  ot  our  peopie  wou       j 

Corporation,  and  the  other  third  soon  P/'^f^y'^; ''7'^,f„„  „„,  p„t  in  favor  of  the  measure,  or 
Of  course,  I  am  opposed  to  any  underhand  mensures  «"  o"' P"  ;       ^f  ,he  matter,  is 

anv  other  aet  of  bad  faith  towards  Great  Bntó.n.    H«  good j.H  m  my  v  fo„„„  the 

only  second  to  tha:  of  th.  prov.ncU  thernselyes;  »»'J,'Xendom^ínot  be  doubted. 

,0  you  for  what  they  may  be  worth.  ^^^^^^^„^  ^_^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^^^ 


No.  5. 
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Washington,  yVaí/ 29, 1848. 

\...  S.a:  In  reply  to  your  kind  ''«er  of  the  8th  ins.ant,  I  ta^e  pl^^^^^^^^^^ 

g„teful  for  tir  tL^"i  entr™?í"'kiSd''Lnd  "l^I^  ^s  "warS  oír  naturalizad  citi.ens." 
justice  in  assaming  that  1  entertain     ''"'"'•""  support  ant  measore  intended 

Certainly  it  would  be  ímpossible  for  me  w  Recom»iend  or  '^r«"ORT  ^^.^^^  ^,„„„ 

TO    KXCLHDE   THEM    FROM    A   J03T    AND    FDLL    PARTICIPATIOM  IN    ALL    CIVIL 

No^r  seccred™  T„EM  bt  our  republicam  laws  and  inst.tut.ons. 


^t\ 


I 


^%^ 


I 


;..Aa^-.  »  C-M'^>ji-4»«>^«at'. 


u 


:*-*■ 


12 

It  is  true  that  m  a  case  of  unuáual  excitement  some  years  aí^o,  when  both  parties  complaíncd 
oí  frauduléni  practices  in  the  natvtraJiz^tion  of  foreigners,  and  when  there  seemed  to  be  dano-er 
that  native  and  adopted  citizens  would  be  pernrianently  arrayed  against  each  other  in  hostile  ftic- 

tlOn,  1  WAS    INCLIIÍED   TO    CONCUR   líí   THE    OPINIOW   THEN  AVOWED   BY    LEADING    STATESMEN,  that 

£ome  modiíication  of  the  naturalization  laws  might  be  neceesary,  in  order  to  prevent  abuses, 
allay  strife,  and  restore  harmony  between  the  difierent  classes  of  our  people.  But  later  experi- 
ence  and  reflection  have  entirely  removed  this  impression  and  dissipated  my  apprehensionb. 

In  my  recent  campaign  in  México  a  very  large  portion  of  the  rr.en  under  my  command  were 
your  countrymen — Irish,  Germana,  &c.  I  witnepsed  with  adaiiration  their  zeal,  fidelity,  and 
valor  in  maintnining  our  flag  in  the  face  of  every  danger,  vieing  with  each  other  and  our  native- 
born  soldiers  in  the  same  ranks  in  patriotism,  constancy,  and  hcroic  daring.  I  was  happy  to 
cali  them  brothera  in  the  field,  as  I  shall  always  be  happ^to  salute  them  as  countrymen  at  home. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  yours,  truly, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
Wm.  E.  Robinson,  esq. 

Then,  in  order  of  time,  comes  the  Elizabetlitown  speech;  delivered  iii 
the  winter  of  1S48.     It  contains  the  followiiig  passage  : 

"  You  have  been  pl^ascd,  e/r,  to  aIJude  to  our  adopted  citizens.  I  can  say  that  the  Irish,  the 
Germans,  the  Svviss,  the  Fiench,  the  Britons,  and  other  adopted  citizens,  fought  in^the  same 
ranks,  under  the  sarne  colors,  side  by  side  with  native-born  Americans,  exhibiüng  like  courage 
and  efficiency,  and  uniting  at  every  victory  in  the  same  enthusiastic  shouts  in  honor  of  ^ur  flag 
and  country.  From  Vera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  México,  tiiere  was  one  generous  riv¿lry  is 
iieroic  daring  and  brilliant  achievements.  Let  those  who  witnessed  that  career  of  valor 
and  patriotism  say,  if  they  can,  what  race,  according  to  numbers,  co/itributed  moat  to  the  gene- 
ral success  and  glory  of  the  campaign.  In  the  many  hard-fought  battles  there  was  no  room  for 
invidious  distinction.  AU  proved  themselves  the  faithful  sons  of  our  beloved  country,  and  no 
spectator  could  fail  to  dismiss  any  imaginary  prejudice  he  might  have  enlertained  as  to  th« 
comparative  merits  of  Americans  by  birth  and  Americans  by  adoption." 

The  sixth  letter  is  as  íollows: 

*  No.  ^. 

Washington,  March  11,  1852. 

I.         ' 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  received  your  note,  inviting  me  to  join  you  at  Philadelphia  in  the  cele- 
bration  of  the  approachirg  St.  Patrick's  day— an  honor  which  I  regret  the  pressure  of  busineed 
obliges  me  to  decline. 

Vcu  do  me  but  justice  in  supposing  me  to  fecl  a  lively  interest  in  Ireland  and  her  sons.  Perhapa 
no  man,  certainly  no  American,  owes  so  much  to  the  valor  and  bloód  of  Irishmen  as  myself.  Many 
of  them  marched  and  fought  under  my  command  in  the  war  of  ]812-'15,  and  many  more — 
thousands — in  the  recent  war  with  México,  not  one  of  whom  was  ever  known  to  turn  his  back 
upon  the  enemy  or  a  friend. 

1  salute  you,  gentlemen,  with  my  cordial  respecte, 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

R.  Tyler,  C.  McCaullay,  W.  Dickson,  P.  W.  Conroy,  and  J.  McCann,  csqs.,  committce, 
&c.,  &c. 

Wc  now  come  to  the  letters*  of  General  Scott  immediately  before  and 
directly  after  his  nom'ination  by  the  Whig  National  Oonventíon.  Like 
those  which  bad  preceded  them,  they  are  either  ridiculoiis  in  tliemselves 
or  else  in  contradiction  of  some  previously  exprcssed  principie,  even  if  it 
had  been  a  ^^conviction."  The  following  epistle  was  coaxed  out  of  the 
breeches-pocket  of  John  M.  Botts  by  Mr.  Choate,  of  Boston,  in  the 
Whig  National  Convention,  and  was  read  in  the  midst  of  vproanoxis 
laughter:  ^ 

LttUr  to  Mr.  Jlidur. 

♦ 

Mt  Dear  Sir  :  Jhave  decided  to  write  notiiing  to  the  convention,  or  lo  cmy  individual  membex, 
before  nomination ;  but  should  that  honor  Jall  to  my  lot,  I  «hall,  in  my  acceptance,  give  my  views 
on  the  Compromise  measures  in  terms  at  least  as  stronf;  in  their  favor  as  those  1  read  to  you  two 
day 8  since.    ¡C^  Picase  say  as  much  to  my  friends  Governor  Jones,  Mr.  Botts,  Mr.  Lee,  &c. 

In  baste,  truly  yours, 

^   „  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

To  Hon.  W.  S.  Archer. 
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As  all  this  took  place  before  the  liomínation,  of  course  it  was  set  down 
as  another  of  the  blunders  of  General  Scott^  who  always  wields  the  pan 
with  the  innst  liidicroiis  air  in  the  world. 

Immediately  that  he  was  nominated  by  the  convention,  aiíd  before  he 
had  had  any  ofíicial  notification  of  the  fact,  he  telegraphed  his  acceptance. 
The  hot  baste — the  anxiety,  lest  somebody  else  might  step  in  and  carry 
oíT  the  doubtfiü  honor,  and  the  eagerness  to  assume  the  cahdidacy — ren- 
dered  this,  probably,  the  most  ridiculous  and  undignified  of  the  whole 
s^eries  of  farces  which  he  has  been  enacting  before  the  country.  We  give 
this  despatch;  as  folio ws: 

"  "Washington,  June  21,  1852. 
"  Haying  the  honor  of  bei»%tj|e  nominee  for  President  by  the  Whig  National  Convention,  I 
shall  accept  the  same,  with  the  platform  of  principies  which  the  convention  has  laid  down. 
Picase  show  this  to  G.  B.  Duncan. 

"With  respects  to  friends, 

**  WINFIELD  SCOTT.» 

The  famous  letter  of  acceptance  of  General  Scott  addressed  to  General 
Chapman;  president  of  the  whig  convention,  is  that  which  follows  : 

Washington,  June  24,  1852. 

Sir  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  from  your  hands  the  official  noiice  of  my  "  unanímous 
nomination  as  the  whig  candidatt  for  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States,"  together  with 
a  "  copy  of  the  resolutions  passed  by  the  convention,  expressing  their  opinions  upon  some  of 
the  most  prominent  questions  of  natio)ial  policy." 

This  great  distinction,  conferred  by  a  numerous,  intelligent,  and  patriotic  body,  representing 
millions  of  my  countrymen,  sinks  deep  into  my  heart;  and,  reraemberlng  the  very  eminenl 
ñames  which  were  before  the  convention  in  amicable  compelition  with  my  own,  I  am  made  to 
feel,  oppressivcly,  the  weight  of  rcsponsibility  belonging  to  my  new  position. 

Not  having  written  a  word  to  procure  thia  distinction,  I  lost  rtot  a  rnoment,  afier  it  had  been 
conferred,  in  addrcssing  a  letter  to  one  of  your  members  to  signify  what  would  be,  at  the  proper 
time,  the  substance  of  my  reply  lo  the  convention  ;  and  1  now  have  the  honor  to  repeat,  in  a 
more  formal  manner,  as  the  occasion  justly  demands,  that  I  accept  the  nomination,  with  the  res- 
olutions annexed 

The  political  principies  and  measures  laid  down  m  those  resolutions  are  so  broad  that  but 
little  is  left  for  me  to  add.  1  thereforo  barely  sug^est,  in  this  place,  that  should  I,  by  the  par- 
tiality  of  my  countrymen,  be  elevated  to  the  Chiof  Magistracy  of  the  Union,  í  shall  be  ready,  in 
my  connexion  with  Congress,  to  recommend  or  to  approve  of  measures  in  regard  to  the  man- 
agement  of  the  public  domam  so  as  to  secure  an  early  settlement  of  the  same  favorable  to  actual 
settlers,  but  consistent,  nevertheless,  with  a  due  regard  to  the  equal  rights  of  the  whole  Ameri- 
tan people  in  that  vast  national  inheritance  ;  and  also  to  recommend  or  approve  of  a  single  alter- 
ation  in  our  naturalization  laws,  sugges^ed  by  my  military  experience,  viz  :  Giving  to  all  foreign- 
ers the  right  of  citizenship  who  shall  faithfuUy  serve,  in  time  of  war,.«ne  year  on  board  of  our 
public  ships,  or  in  our  land  forcea,  regular  or  volunteer,  on  their  receivingan  honorable  discharge 
from  the  service. 

In  regard  to  the  general  policy  of  the  administration,  if  clected,  I  should  of  course  look  among 
those  who  may  approve  that  policy  for  the  agents  to  carry  it  into  execution  ;  and  I  should  seek 
lo  cultiyató  harmony  and  fraternal  sentim«nts  throughout  the  whig  party,  without  atlempting  to 
reduce  its  members  by  prosciiption  to  exact  conformity  to  my  own  views.  But  I  should,  at  the 
same  time,  be  rigorous  in  regard  to  qualifications  for  office — retaining  ar||  appointing  no  one 
either  deficient  in  capacity  or  integrity,  or  in  devotion  to  iiberty,  to  the  conatitution,  and  the 
Union. 

Convinced  that  harmony  or  good-will  between  the  different  quarters  of  our  broad  country  ia 
essential  to  the  present  and  futuro  intcrests  of  the  rcpublic,  and  with  a  devotion  to  those  interests 
that  can  know  no  South  ñor  no  North,  I  should  neither  countenance  ñor  tolérate  any  sedition, 
disorder,  faction,  or  resistance  to  the  law  or  the  Union,  on  any  pretext,  in  any  part  of,  the  land ; 
and  I  should  carry  into  the  civil  administration  this  one  principie  of  military  conduct — obcdience 
to  the  Icgialative  and  judicial  departments  of  government,  each  in  its  constilufional  sphere — sav- 
ing  only,  in  respect  to  the  Lcgislature,  the  poesible  resort  to  the  veto  power — always  to  be  most 
cautiously  exercised,  and  under  the  strictest  restraints  and  necessities. 

Finally,  for  my  atrict  adherenco  to  the  principies  of  the  whig  party,  as  expressed  in  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  conveution,  and  herein  suggesteJ,  with  a  sincere  and  earneat  purpose  to  advance 
the  greatness  and  happincss  of  the  republic,  and  thus  to  cherish  and  encourage  the  cause  of  con- 
stitutional  Iiberty  throughout  the  wofid,  avoiding  QVQxy  act  nnd  thought  that  might  involve  our 
country  in  an  unjust  or  unnecessary  war,  or  inipair  the  faiih  of  treatics,  and  discountenancinf" 
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all  political  agitation  injurious  to  the  interests  of  society  and  dangerous  to  the  Union,  I  can  oíTer 
ho  other  pledge  orguarantee  than  the  known  incidents  oíd  long  public  life,  now  undergoin»-  the 
severest  examinatíon. 

Feeling  myself  highly  fortúnate  in  my  associate  on  the  ticket,  and  with  a  lively  sense  of  my 
obligations  to  the  convention,  and  to  your  personal  courtesies, 

1  have  the  honor  to  remain,  sir,  with  great  esteem,  your  most  obedient  servan t. 

WINFIELD  SCOTT. 
To  the  Hon.  J.  G.  Chapman,  President  of  the  Whig  National  Convention. 

HIS  LETTER  OF  ACCEPTANCE  CONSIDERED,  AND  HIS  NEW  NATIVE  AMER- 

ICANISM  EXAMINED. 

General  Scott  having  had  before  him  the  map  of  bis  past  life,  with  all 
the  blunders  he  had  committed  and  confessed,  when  he  signed  and 
addressed  bis  letter  of  acceptance,  tlie  style  and  the  suggestions  of  the 
document  just  printed  are  all  the  more  delit)#ate  and  well-di*»^ested. 
Both  eloquently  and  startHngly  show  that  the  anthor  of  such  a  letter  can 
never  be  President  of  the  United  States  with  safety  to  the  true  interests  of 
the  country.  If  such  a  man  had  becn  the  victor  oí  a  hundred  battle- 
fields,  it  would  only  have  induced  him  to.  believe  in  the  infallibility  of 
his  views  on  matters  of  state,  and  to  press  these  views  upon  the  country 
at  every  hazard;,  and  with  all  the  vehemence  and  forcé  of  his  domineer- 
ing  nature.  Ridiculed  by  thousands  of  Avhigs  for  his  vanity  and  his 
blunders — his  infirmities  ahke  of  disposition  and  of  intellect— and  ad- 
monished  by  the  criticisms  of  the  press  of  all  parties,  pointing  out  his 
defects  of  character,  he  embarks  as  a  candidato  for  the  presidency,  upon 
the  avowal  of  doctrines  which  excite  either  the  contempt  or  the  indigna- 
tion  of  the  people. 

General  ScoWs  greQ,t  idea  ofpolitics  isy  dread  of  the  vote  and  injlueme 
of  the  adopted  citizeiis,  This  is  the  first  article  in  his  creed;  and  to  this 
he  has  adhered  with  the  most  tenacious  grasp,  froni  the  first  to  the  last. 
True  to  this  sentiment,  he  goes  on  to  pay  homage  to  it,  even  after  he  has 
unequivocally  regretted  and  withdrawn  it.  In  the  midst  of  his  compelled 
tributes  to  the  bravery  of  the  foreigners  in  defence  of  our  flag,  he  cannot 
refram  froni  troubling  his  brain  with  plans  for  rcsisting  their  naturaliza- 
tion  according  to  the  constitution.  Take  what  we  know  of  General 
Scott  s  political  history,  as  disclosed  in  the  papers  he  has  written,  and  iu 
the  words  he  has  spoken,  and  his  Alpha  and  Ümega  of  government  resol  ves 
itself  mto  a  deep,  absorbing,  and  ever-present  alarm  that  our  liberties  are 
m  danger  of  being  overborne  and  overwhelmed  by  ^^foreign  influence" 
upon  these  shores.  And  show  us  such  a  man,  fellow-cilizens,  in  any 
class  or  community  of  men,  and  we  will  point  you  to  a  man  of  envious 
spirit,  narrow  and  malignant  feelings,  and  intolerant  and  proscriptivo 
nature.  -Next  to  a  bigot  in  religión,  a  bigot  in  politics  is  perhaps  the  bit- 
terest  and  the  worst;  but  when,  as  in  the  present  instance,  political 
bigotry  is  nearly  allied  to  religious  bigotry,  there  is  difficulty  in  discrimi- 
natmg  between  the  two. 

The  refornioí  General  Scott  in  our  naturalization  laws,  contained  m 
his  letter  of  acceptance,  lacks  every  element  to  render  it  practicable  or 
reasonable.  it  is  based  neither  upon  constitutional  law  ñor  common 
sense.  It  is  either  intended  as  an  insult  to  the  constitution  or  to  the  for- 
eigner;  lor  if  it  can  be  carried  out,  it  must  be  against  the  mándate  of  the 
nrst;  and  ifit  cannot  be,  it  holds  out  a  íálse  light  to  the  second.  Fairly 
considered,  it  is  a  more  sweeping  proposition  against  the  naturalization 
laws  than  that  proposed  by  his  celebrated  -letter  to  the  Native  American 
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leader  in  1841 ;  for  while  it  aíTects  sympathy  for  the  adopted  citizen,  it 
proposes  that  which,  even  if  it  ever  could  be  rendered  operativo,  would 
be  a  partial,  aristocratic,  and  degrading  innovation.     But  it  mocks  the 
sentiment  it  pretends  to  conciliate.     It  proclaims  a  nromise  which  n^vor 
can  De  luiniled.     It  ofters  a  reward  for  valor  on  the  one  hand,  while  it 
exeludes  the  equally  worthy  on  the  other.    General  Scott's  plan  of  con- 
íernng  the  right  of  citizenship  upon  all  foreigners  who  have  served  one 
year  in  the  army  or  the  navy  of  the  United  States  in  time  of  war,  clearly 
conílicts  with  that  provisión  of  the  constitution  which  provides  for  ''  a  uní 
^  form  rule  of  naturalization ^  [See  section  8,  article  1,  constitution  United 
fetates.J     Any  other  man  making  such  a  suggestion  would  be  called 
ignorant  of  this  notorious  provisión  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
fetates.     But  General  «cott's  friends  claim  for  him  a  large  amount  of 
civil  quahñcationsj  and  as  his  letter  of  acceptance  was  printed  under  the 
auspices  of  the  leaders  of  the  whig  party  and  the  advisers  of  General 
bcott,  it  may  be  said  to  be  eminenúy  well-aáviseá.     General  Scott  telJs 
US  in  this  IfiUer  that  he  is  for  ^^avoiding  every  act  and  thoufrht  that  might 
mvo  ve  our  country  in  an  unjust  or  an  unnecessary  war."     Now,  as  his 
whole  prfesent  scheme  against  the  naturalization  laws— indeed,  as  his 
only  great  idea  of  political  reíorní  is  based  upon  the  contingency  of  a  war 
without  which  the  entire  project  becomes  worse  than  contemptible,  the 
valué  oí  his  pledge  against  a  wafr  may  be  estimated  at  a  glance.    General 
bcott  must,  then,  invent  a  war  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  eive 
eífect  to  his  scheme.     Whether  it  is  to  be  a  war  to  annex  Ganada  to  the 
United  fetates,  according  to  the  suggestions  of  General  Scott,  or  a  war  of 
sections  between  the  North  and  the  South,  growing  out  of  the  phrenzied 
movements  of  fanaticism,  we  cannot  now  divine.   But  let  us  suppose  the 
war  fairly  inaugurated,  and  General  Scott's  plan  íairly  tried.    The  emi- 
granon  oí  foreigners  to  the  United  States  amounts  to  about  three  hundred 
thousand  souls  annually;  and  there  are,  therefore,  constantly  thousands 
who  await  the  expiration  of  the  period  of  prorbation  fixed  by  the  national 
Jaw.     VVe  had  a  foretaste  of  the  anxious  and  enthusiastic  patriotism  of 
the  íoreigneís  during  the  war  with  México.     They  rushed  in  masses  to 
the  standard  of  the  republic,  emulating  the  native-born  citizens  in  their 
eagerness  to  march  to  those  fields  which,  subsequently,  they  aided  to 
ilhiminate  with  victory.  But  they  could  not  all  be  accommodated.   There 
were  so  manymore  contending  to  go  than  the  government,  or  than  Gene- 
ral  1  aylor,  or  General  Scott  could  take  or  could  use,  that  the  vast  ma- 
jority  got  no  chance  to  fight.     It  would  be  the  same  in  any  futuro  war, 
except  that  as  our  popuíation  increases,  and  our  institutions  become  more 
precious  in  our  own  eyes  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  iho  interest  to 
strike  for  our  flag  would  be  greater,  and  the  numbers  volunteering  their 
services  to  strike  would  be  largor.     Under  General  Scott's  plan,  ii  would 
then  not  be  the  brave  but  the  lucky  foreigner  that  would  be  rewarded 
with  the  right  of  suffrage.     He  who  remained  behind  because  he  could 
get  no  chance  to  show  his  lo  ve  for  his  country,  became  practically  dis- 
Iranchised.     The  *  foreigner  who  could  get  no  opportunity  to  bare  his 
bosom  in  battle,  and  who  staid  back  to  till  the  glcbe,  to  baild  tlie  city,  to 
dig  the  canal,  to  opeii  into  the  far  west  the  railroad,  and  to  break  the  way 
íbr  the  sun  of  intelligcnce  and  of  freedom  to  shine  into  and  redeem  the 
wilderness,  Avould  be  compelled  to  wait  five  years  for  his  vote,  while  his 
more  fortúnate,  and,  possibly,  less  patiiotic  and  deserving  brother,  who 
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liad  been  a  year  in  war,  got  the  right  in  one  !  It  will  be  observed  tliat 
the  only  qualification  of  the  voter  recognised  by  General  Scott  is,  that  he 
should  be  taiight  in  the  school  of  war  !  No  other  seems  to  be  entertained 
even  for  a  moment.   The  arts  of  peace,  the  knowledge  of  oiir  institutions, 
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iiie  uiessed  aud  uiessiíig  iuiiU6nce3  01  pOpUiai  ¡riieiiigcijCc,  nave  nu  piuce 
in  h'ú  plan.  At  least,  if  his  iiiveniiori  be  ínconsistent  vvith  all  things  else; 
if  it  defy  tlíe  constitution  and  trample  iipon  the  law,  and  erect  a  new 
standard  for  the  emulation  of  our  peoplci;  if  it  be  all  of  these,  it  is,  at  all 
events^  consistent  with  General  Scott  himsclfy  who,  without  his  7nilitary 
natney  would  be  a  sorry  sight  itideed.  But  not  only  would  this,  his  pana- 
cea for  all  our  public  evils,  opérate,  as  we  have  shown,  upon  those  who 
miglit  go  to  war;  and  upon  those  who  would  s\m  at  home.  If  General 
Scott  nieans  anything,  he  means  that  one  year*  service  in  time  of  war 
would  be  enough  for  any  man.  This  would  answer  for  the  volunteer, 
who  so  rarely  oífers  for  more  than  ono  year-  But  how  with  the  poor 
írish  and  Germán  nígulars  who  enlistcd  under  our  laws  for  a  seriee  of 
years,  and  who,  after  securing  the  right  to  vote,  must  serve  but  their  full 
lime  before  getting  a  chance  to  do  so?^  How  in  the  navy,  where  the  cruisc 
or  term  of  service  rarely  extends  for  less  than  three  years?  We  leave  the 
friends  of  Scott  to  reconcilc  ihe  difficulty  as  they  best  can. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  this'letter  of  acceptance  of  General 
Scott  is  his  last  demonstration  on  the  naturalization  laws,  We  think 
v^^e  have  shown  that  it  is  more  certain  to  produce  fatal  consequences  even 
tlian  his  leíter  of  1841,  when  he  proposed  abolishing  the  whole  system  of 
naturahzation.  He  is  fond  of  going  to  extremes  ;  but  he  seems  to  know 
that  extremes  may  sometimos  be  reconcilcd.  His  idea  in  1S41  against 
the  naturahzation  of  all  foreigners  was  not  less  drastic  than  his  scheme  of 
18o2,  to  give  the  right  to  vote  to  all  who  had  served  one  year  in  the  army 
or  navy  m  time  of  war.  Either  will  produce  nearly  the  same  resultsj 
íor,  lí  the  one  sought  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  adopted  citizens  at  one 
leíl  swocp;  the  other,  by  breaking  down  the  barriers  of  the  constitution, 
by  arousing  ammosities  between  diílerent  classes  of  foreigners  on  these 
sliores,  and  between  the  foreigners  and  the  native-born  citizens,  and  by 
making  mere  prowess  in  war  the  first  of  all  civic  qualifications  and 
nonors,  would  leave  us  a  iiation  without  laws  to  obey  or  citizens  to  de- 
lena  th^m,  and,  finally,  would  consolídate  all  power  in  the  hands  of  a 
monster  military  despotism. 

GENERAL  SCOTT'S  "AMERICUS"  LETTER,  OR  HIS  NATI  VE  AMERICANISM 

IN  A  NEW  GARBl 

In  conclusión.  We^xpected  that  the  letter  of  acceptance  would  be  the 
W  finale  of  these  extraordinary  displays  of  weakness,  inconsistency, 
and  ignorance,  made  manifest  by  a  fair  examination  of  General  Scott's 
letters  ;  but,  lo  !  another  proof  of  his  fatuity  and  bigotry  rises  to  our  vi^: 
Ihe  íoilowing  is  the  argument  of  General  Scott,  "published  on  the  17th 
cí  December,  1844,  in  the  National  Intelligencer  Washin^^ton  D  C 
an2  sí  wíl  lino  '"'Ti  Y-hi^-f  ^bearing  íli  the  evidences'if  his  style; 

ci^vlni  í"  '"^'^  ''  ^f   r  ;'^''^'  '^'^  ""  ^^^^^"P^  ^^^s  y^^  ^een  made,  be- 
cause  none  can  successfully  be  made,  to  deny  it 

.pñíS  'aTd'ÍSS.Í¡S'^  '""^  proscriptive  paper  was  written,  or  at  least 

Tí',     cit;   tov^hl^^^        Personally  by  the  General  among  his  friends  in 

th...  city,  to  whonThe  avowod  its  authorship,  about  three  years  after  the 


i7 

date  of  his  famous  Astor  House  letter  to  George  W.  Recd,  in  which  he 
gave  an  account  of  his  sitting  down  in  a  very  indignant  siate  with  bis 
friends,  at  the  Astor  House,  to  rally  a  Native  American  party.  In  that 
letter  he  said : 

"  Should  any  considerable  numbfr  nf  mv  fpllnw-roiintf'm'ín  e5ei"n  rrie  cr  desire  ío  ""iré  me 
a  prominent  poaition  before  ihe  public,  I  ehhll  take  time  to  mcthodize  my  vicios  on  thgrcat'^iuestio^ 
you  hate  proposed.'^^ 

ín  the  course  of  the  three  follbwing  years  he  probably  methodized  his 
vievv^s,  and  herewe  have  them: 

What  is  the  gist  of  this  proposal  of  General  Scott  in  1844? 

1.  To  reduce  the  term  of  naturalization  from  ñve  years  to  three  years. 

2.  To  EXCLUDK  .allÍRliens  forever  from  the  right  to  vote  in 

ANY  PURLIC  ELECTIONS  WHATEVER,  EXCEPT — 

3.  Such  aliens  as  shall  have  served  two  years  in  the  army  or  navy  in 
time  of  war,  who  shall  thereby  be  entitled  to  Úig  rights  oí  citizenship, 
inclading  the  right  of  sutfrage. 

4.  Aliens  shall  be  excmpted  from  involuntary  service  in  the  militia, 
the  army,  or  navy,  ( ju.>t  as  free  negrees  and  Indians  are.) 

5.  Tile  law  to  go  into  operation  six  moiiths  after  its  passage. 

We  desire  the  reader  to  mark  the  date  of  this  communication,  which  is 
so  far  authentic  that  the  National  Intellirrencer  has  never  yet  intimated  a 
doubt  that  Scott  was  its  author,  as  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  show. 
It  is  dat^d  December  17,  1844— the  same  year  when  the  bloody  riots  in 
Pliiladelphia,  growing  out  of  the  war  upon  foreigners  by  the  Native 
American  party  there,  shocked  the  whole  country,  and  excited  alarm 
among  the  friends  of  liberty  o  ver  the  worid.  These  shameful  excesses, 
enacted  in  a  whirlwind  of  popular  phrenzy,  were  calculated  to  admonish 
the  demagogues  who  led  the  insane  crusade  against  foreigners;  but  they 
did  not  induce  General  Scott  to  aher  or  abandon  bis  conscientious 
^^  principies  which  were  convictions."  Doubtless  he  regarded  these  riots 
as  the  legitímate  consequences  of  his  views;  for  it  will  be  seen  that  he 
writes  as  if  they  were  preparing  the  way  for  the  success  of  his  great  plan 
against  naturahzation.  How  absurd  it  is  to  suppose  that  such  a  man 
ever  suirenders  doctrines  so  dear  to  his  heart— so  interwoven  with  his 
whole  political  being — so  long  deliberated  upon,  and  so  carefully  and 
laborionsly  elaborated  !  Let  the  adopted  citizen  read  ^^  Americus^'  fox 
himself,  lot  him  compare  its  suggestions  and  its  style  with  all  the  letters 
of  General  Scott  hcre  pubhshed,and  then  let  him  decide  for  himself  how 
sincere  that  recantation  of  hostility  to  the  foreigners  is,  which  announces 
that  the  cause  of  the  recantation  was  only  because  they  had  behaved 
well  in  México  in  fighting  for  the  American  flag,  and  forgets  that  they 
fougiit  equally  well  in  the  revolutionary  and  the  last  war. 

GENERAL  SCOTT'S  COMMUNICATION  TO  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

The  followir.g  communication,  written  by  General  Scott,  is  copied 
from  the  Washington  Intelligencer,  and  is  published  as  it  appeared  ic 
ihat  paper: 

[From  ihe  Xational  inteiligcncer,  December  17,  1844,] 

Communication. — .Vc/ts  on  Ihe  admlssion  of  aliens  lo  citlzenship. 

"The  Congref-s  shail  have  power"  "to  est&blish  a  uniform  rale  of  naturalization." — (CoDsti> 
luiion  U.  S.,  aríicle  i,  eectioii  é,  clavise  4.) 
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liad  been  a  year  in  war,  got  ihe  right  in  one  !  It  will  be  observed  ihat 
the  only  qualijication  oí  the  voter  recognised  by  General  Scott  is,  that  he 
should  be  tanght  in  the  school  of  war !  No  other  seems  to  be  entertained 
even  for  a  raoment.   The  arts  of  peace,  the  knowledge  of  our  institutions, 

♦V»rt  klrtí^oz-k/-!  nr\A  T-klneoí M rt-  ínfliipnppc!  í\£  nortiilfir  infpllío'/ínn/a     hoTiro  Y\r\  r»la/^o 

in  hife  plan.  At  least,  if  hís  {ftv^éntlóíl  be  ínconsistent  with  all  things  else;: 
if  it  defy  tlíe  constitution  and  traniple  upon  the  law,  and  erect  a  new 
standard  for  the  emulation  of  our  peopIei5  if  it  be  all  of  these,  it  is,  at  aü 
events,  consistent  with  General  Scoti  himsclf,  who,  without  his  military 
ñame,  would  be  a  sorry  sight  indeed.  But  not  only  would  thiS;  his  pana- 
cea for  all  our  public  evils,  opérate,  as  we  have  shown,  upon  those  who 
might  go  to  war;  and  upon  those  who  would  s\m  at  home.  If  General 
Scott  means  anything,  he  means  that  one  year9^  service  in  time  of  war  - 
would  be  enough  for  any  man.  This  would  answer  for  the  volunteer, 
who  so  rarelyoffers  for  more  than  one  y^ar.  But  how  with  the  ppor 
Irish  and  Germán^régulars  who*  ehlisted  undef 'OÜr  la^s  for  a  series  of 
years,  and  who,  after  securing  ihe  right  to  vote,  must  serve  but  their  full 
time  beforegetting  a  chance  to  do  so?  How  in  the  navy,  where  the  cruise 
or  term  of  service  rarely  extends  for  less  than  three  years?  We  leave  the 
friends  of  Scott  to  reconcilc  ihe  difficulty  as  they  best  can. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  this  letter  of  acceptance  of  General 
Scott  is  his  last  demonstration  on  the  naturalization  laws,  We  think 
we  have  shown  that  it  is  more  certain  to  produce  fatal  consequences  even 
than  his  letter  of  1841,  when  he  proposeü  abolishing  the  whole  system  of 
naturalization.  He  is  fond  of  going  to  extremes  ;  but  he  seems  to  know 
that  extremes  may  sometimos  be  reconciled.  His  idea  in  1841  against 
the  naturalization  of  all  foreigners  was  not  less  drastic  than  his  scheme  of 
18o2,  to  give  the  right  to  vote  to  all  who  had  served  one  year  in  the  army 
or  navy  m  time  of  war.  Either  will  produce  nearly  the  same  results: 
íor,  if  the  one  sought  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  adopted  citizens  at  one 
fell  swoop,  the  other,  by  breaking  down  the  barriers  of  the  constitution, 
by  arousing  animosities  between  diíferent  classes  of  foreigners  on  these 
shores,  and  between  the  foreigners  and  the  native-born  citizens,  and  by 
making  mere  prowess  in  war  the  first  of  all  civic  qualifications  and 
honors,  would  leave  us  a  nation  without  laws  to  obey  or  citizens  to  de- 
lena  thqm,  and,  finally,  would  consolídate  all  power  in  the  hands  of  a 
monster  military  despotism. 

GEx\ERAL  SCOTT'S  "AMERICUS"  LETTER,  OR  HIS  NATI  VE  AMEUICANISM 

Jjv  A  JV£w  axKSJ'^      ^"""''^ —      '  , 

In  conclusión.  We^xpected  that  the  letter  of  acceptance  would  be  the 
fitting  finale  of  these  extraordinary  displays  of  weakness,  inconsistency, 
and  ignorance,  made  manifest  by  a  fair  exami nation  of  General  Scott's 
letters  ;  but,  lo  !  another  proof  of  his  fatuity  and  bigotry  rises  to  our  Sw! 
of  ni"  T"^  í  cf]^  argument  of  General  Scott,  published  on  the  17th 
of  í^ecember,  1844,  in  the  National  Intelligencer]  Washington    D   C 

and  so  wlf  Cn  "^rí  ^y  himself,  bearing  íli  the  ^videncesThis  style; 
and  so  well  known  to  be  his  work  that  no  attempt  has  yet  been  made  be- 
cause  none  can  successfully  be  made,  to  deny  it  ' 
1  his  remarkably  foolish  and  proscriptive  paper  was  written   or  at  least 

TlSdtvt  wt^^^^^       personally  by\he  gLLi  .nZ¡X^¡t£¿^^ 
thi.  City,  to  whorThe  avowed  its  authorship,  about  three  years  after  the 
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date  of  his  famous  Astor  House  letter  to  George  W.  Reed,  in  which  he 
gave  an  account  of  his  sitting  down  in  a  very  indignant  state  with  his; 
friends,  at  the  Astor  House,  to  rally  a  Native  American  party.  In  that 
letter  he  said: 

*'  Should  any  considerable  numbpr  of  mv  fellow-countrymen  seei^n  me,  or  desire  to  give  me» 
a  promment  posjtion  Oeíorc  the  public,  I  ehall  take  time  to  mcthodize  mu  views  ontke  grcatauestion^ 
you  haré  proposed,''^ 

In  the  course  of  the  three  follbwing  years  he  probably  methodized  his 
views,  and  herewe  have  them: 

W'hat  is  the  gist  of  this  proposal  of  General  Scott  in  1844? 

1 .  To  reduce  the  term  of  naturalization  from  ñve  years  to  three  years. 

2.  To  EXCLUDE  ALlUlIENS  FO REVER  FROM  TIIE  RIGIIT  TO  VOTE  IS 
ANY  PUBLIC  ELECTIONS  WHATEVER,  EXCEPT — 

3.  Such  aliens  as  shall  have  served  two  years  in  the  army  or  navy  in 
time  of  war,  who  shall  thereby  be  entitled  to  the  rights  of  citizenship, 
including  the  right  of  sutfrage. 

4.  Aliens  shall  be  exempted  from  involuntary  service  in  the  miliíia^^ 
the  army,  or  navy,  (juc^t  as  free  negroes  and  Indians  are.) 

5.  The  law  to  go  into  operation  six  months  after  its  passage. 

We  desire  the  reader  to  mark  the  date  of  this  communication,  which  is 
so  far  authentic  that  the  National  Intelligencer  has  never  yet  intimated  a 
doubt  that  Scott  was  its  author,  as  there  is  abundant  evidence  to  show. 
It  is  dat^d  December  17,  1844~the  same  year  when  the  bloody  riots  in 
Philadelphia,  growing  out  of  the  war  upon  foreigners  by  the  Nativa 
American  party  there,  shocked  the  whole  country,  and  excited  alarm 
among  the  friends  of  liberty  o  ver  the  world.  These  shameful  excesses, 
enacted  in  a  whirlwind  of  popular  phrenzy,  were  calculated  to  admonish 
the  demagogues  who  led  the  insano  crusade  against  foreigners;  but  they 
did  not  induce  General  Scott  to  alter  or  abandon  his  conscientious 
^^  principies  which  were  convictions."  Doubtless  he  regarded  these  riots 
as  the  legitimate  consequences  of  his  views;  for  it  will  be  seen  that  he 
writes  as  if  they  were  preparing  the  way  for  the  success  of  his  great  plan 
against  naturalization.  How  absurd  it  is  to  suppose  that  such  a  man 
ever  suirenders  doctrines  so  dear  to  his  heart— so  interwoven  with  his 
whole  political  being — so  long  deliberated  upon,  and  so  carefully  and 
laboriously  elaborated !  Let  the  adopted  citizen  read  ^^  Americus^'  fox 
himself,  let  him  compare  its  suggestions  and  its  style  with  all  the  letters 
of  General  Scott  here  published,  and  then  let  him  decide  for  himself  how 
sincere  that  recantation  of  hostility  to  the  foreigners  is,  which  announces 
that  the  cause  of  the  recantation  was  only  because  they  had  behaved 
well  in  México  iw  fighting  for  the  American  flag,  and  forgets  that  they 
fought  equally  well  in  the  revolutionary  and  the  last  war.  * 

GENERAL  SCOTT'S  COMMUISTCATION  TO  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER. 

The  follow^ing  communication,  written  by  General  Scott,  is  copied 
from  the  Washington  Intclligenoer ,  and  is  published  as  it  appeared  m 
that  paper: 

[From  ihe  National  IntelJigencer,  December  17,  1844,] 

Communication. — •Vl/cs  on  theadmisBÍon  of  aliens  io  citizenship. 

"The  Congress  shall  have  power"  "to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization." — (Consti» 
tuiion  ü.  S.,  anide  1,  eccIÍüií  b,  claase  4.) 
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On  this  power,  or  on  all  citizens  who  may  be  adopted  under  any  established  rule  mcde  pur- 
^ant  to  the  power,  the  conslitution  iteclf  in  other  parts  imposes  four  limitations  or  restriclione: 

1.  "  No  pereon  shall  be  a  representative  who  shall  not  have  [&c.]  been  seven  years  a  citizea 
of  tiiB  United  States."— (Article  1,  section  2,  clauec  2.)  •»•  ^  .i  « 

2.  "  No  person  ehall  be  a  senator  who  shall  not  have  [&c.]  been  nine  years  a  otizen  of  the 
United  States." — (Anide  1,  section  3,  clause  3.)  i      •         r  u 

3.  "No  person,  except  a  natural-born  citizen,  or  citizen  of  the  United  States  at  the  time  of  th3 
adoption  of  this  constitution,  shaii  be  eiigibíe  lo  ihe  oíucc  of  PrcBíucnl."— i,«.rtic*c  x.,  sccicn  ., 

clause  50    ^^n  ^^  constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  office  of  Prcsident  shall  be  eligible  to  that  of 
Vice  President  of  the  United  States."— (A mendments,  article  12,  clause  or  section  3.) 

Undertbe  power  and  the  restrictions  here  stverally  quoted,  Congress  may  legislate  on  this 
subject,  in  the  shape  of  a  unifmín  rule— that  is,  a  rule  the  same,  fof  the  time  bcing,  throughout 

the  whole  Union  and  its  Territories.  .  i  r.i  «„ 

It  is  seen,  then,  that  the  constitution  itself,  in  respcct  to  foreijners,  contemplates  or  esíabli.shes 

wany  distinct  dcgrees  of  olizendiip  besidcs  age,  sex,  and  res»nce.     Ist.  Congreüs,  under  ibe 

delegated  power,  might,  by  a  uniforra  rule,  confer  on  all  aliens,  immediately  on  arnval— instead 

of  at  tl;e  end  of /-re  years,  ca  at  present— the  right  of  holding  and  iransmitting  property  of  every 

descriptíon;  the  right  of  voting  for  President,  Vice  President,  and  members  ofCongre.ss;  the 

«£ht  ofvotine  anúbBing  votedfor  in  reapect  to  all  State  offices  and  trusts  ;  and  the  n.^ht  of  hold- 

líS:  all  rcde-aroíTiccs  with  the  excepíions  which  fullow.    Yet  as  at  present,  2d.  No  such  adopfed 

citizen  wouM  be  eligible  to  a  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  ñor  until  eeven  years  after 

takint-  the  oath  ;  ñor,  3d,  to  a  seat  in  the  Senate  until  tvro  years  more,  making  nme ;  ñor,  4lb, 

éter  t^'o  the  PieMdency  or  Vice  Preeidency  ;  whilst,  5th,  there  are  yet  among  us  somc  forei^ncre 

bv  birth  who,  having  been  here  prior  to  theadoption  of  the  constitution,  are  ehgible  to  th^  tíesi- 

4cncv  and  Vice  Presidcncy,  and  er  joying  every  other  right  of  natural-born  citizens.     Beholú, 

then   at  this  momcnt,  within  the  bosom  of  our  country,  forcignera  holding,  by  naturalizatíon, 

five  several  grades  oT  cilizenihip ;  bcsides,  Gth,  a  host  of  other  forejgners,  all  personally  unúer  the 

protection  of  our  laws,  with  the  right  to  acquire,  to  hold,  and  to  transmit  property,  mcludmg  (ui 

several  States)  lands  and  houses,  and  olí  (malea)  again  in  diíTerent  slage3  of  adyunccmcnt  to- 

wardó  the  acquisilion  of  the  poíitical  righta  under  the  first  four  heads  above.     It  is  fhercfore 

shown  that  the  constitution,  by  "a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,"  did  not  mean  a  rule  under 

which  all  rií'htfl  whatsoever  of  nalive-born  citizens  ehould  be  conferred  on  aliena  {subsequently 

arriving  in  the  country)  at  once,  in  a  lump.    One  right  (the  second  above)  the  constitution  v/ith- 

ho'ds  tor  seven  years  after  naturalization  ;  another  (the  third)  for  nine  years,  and  the  fourth  for- 

ever.    If  we  foUow  arictly  etymological  meaning,  it  would  be  a  bull  lo  say  that  Congresa  can, 

by  a  rule  of  natuyülaaiion,  make  a  foreigner  a  nalural-born  citizen.     "Naturahzation"  is  a  tech- 

nical  térra,  borrowed  by  our  constitution  frora  English  law— just  as  levying  war,  oirrt  acl  of 

ireason  &c.,  were  borrowed  by  the  same  instrument  from  the  same  eource.     To  find  the  legal 

meaning  of  either  term,  we  have  always  been  ob  iged  to  look  to  that  fountam  rather  than  to 

dictionarics.    Nothing  is  more  natural  or  common  than  such  technical  reference. 

In  the  English  practice  of "  naturalization,"  it  is  exceedingly  rare  to  find  that  aliene  have  been 
admiited  to  all  the  rights  of  a  born  subject.  In  England  they  have  been  almost  universally,  by 
the  térras  of  adoption,  disqualificd  from  holding  office,  &c. 

With  US,  Congress  .may  "estoblish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,"  or  repeal  the  present 
rule  and  have  none,  just  os  we  have  twice  had,  end  have  twice  repealed,  "  uniform  lawa  on  the 
subject  of  bankruptcies,"  a  subject  over  which  Congress  has  unlimiled  power  (by-the-way)  by 
the  same  clause  of  the  constitution.  . 

As,  then,  Corgretís  might  originally  have  legislated  or  not  on  naturalization,  and  may  nov/ 
repeal  the  existing  cstablished  rule,  ond  eubstitute  no  other,  so  may  Congress,  at  ita  good  pleas- 
ure,  in  view  of  national  policy  and  expediency,  alter  or  raodify  the  existmg  rule. 

The  motives  for  change  are  many  and  powerfui.     They  cannot  fail  to  occur  to  evary  thinking 
mind.    SuíTicc  it  here  to  repeat  what  was  once  declared  of  a  single  sovereign's  power— the  eviÍ3 
of  ihe  existing  rule  of  naturalization  are  great,  are  increaaing,  and  ought  to  be  diminibhcd. 
One  of  some  experience,  and  who  has  meditatcd  the  subject  lorg,  presumes  to  íuggest  es 

follows  1 

1.  Not  to  repeal  the  existing  rule  and  leave  none,  as  the  non  usn  on  the  part  of  Congiess  of 
the  delegated  power,  wcuM  givo  al  least  a  colorablc  authority  to  State  adoptions  of  citizens,  juat 
as  the  non-cxistence  of  a  uniform  system  of  bankruptcy  has  led  to  State  msolvent  laws ;  and 
it  is  evideni  that  iwenty-six  State  rules,  without,  perhaps,  uniformity  betwecn  any  two  wculd 
increase  the  evils  to  be  diminished,  independent  of  extreme  embarrassment,  in  courts  and  at  the 
polis,  under  the  provisión,  "  the  citizens  of  cach  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  im- 
munities  of  citizens  in  the  several  States."- (Constitution,  art.  4,  sec.  2,  clause  1.) 

2.  Xot  to  extend  the  period  of  residencc  before  admisaion  to  citizenship,  as  this  would  be 
impolitic  nationally,  and  unjust  to  alicnt,  ia  respcct  to  the  acquisition  and  transmission  oí  real 
estille  in  any  parts  of  the  Únion,  as  aleo  in  rePí^cct  to  otl.er  civil  rights.  Bes.des,  extensión  of 
prcvious  recidence  would  not  diminiah  the  allegcd  perjuriee  and  frauds  at  the  polis  ,  uui, 

3.  Leave  the  busis  of  the  naturalization  eystcm  as  it  is,  and  superinduce  the  íollowmg  moUiá- 
vcaüons : 
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»5n  act  supplementary  to  the  acts  novo  in  forcé  on  the  subject  of  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization. 

Seo.  1.  Be  it  enacted,  t^c  ,  That  any  alien,  being  a  free  white  person,  and  who  shall  come  into- 
thG  United  States  six  months  or  later  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  may  be  admitted  to  become  a 
citizen  thereof  after  a  residence  therein  of  at  least  three  (1)  years,  and  one  year  (2)  at  least  after 
dec'aring  his  bona  Jide  intention  of  becoming  a  citizen,  in  the  manner  and  form,  and  upon  the 
other  coiidiíions  not  herein  altered,  as  prescribed  by  the  act  entitled  "  An  act  to  establish  a  uni« 
form  rule  of  naturalization.  and  to  repeal  the  acts  heretofore  passed  on  that  subject,"  which  was 
approvsd  April  14,  1802:  Providedy  That  no  alien  arriving  in  the  United  States  after  six  nionths 
from  the  passage  of  this  act  phall  evcr  acquire  the  right  to  vote,  except  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
prescribed,  for  any  elector  of  President  or  Vice  President  of  the  United  States ;  for  any  member 
of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  sanie;  for  any  governor,  lieutenant  governor,  member  of 
t'he  legiylature,  judge  of  any  court  of  record,  or  sheriíf,  in  any  State  or  Tf.rritory  of  the  United 
States;  or  for  any  mayor,  intendant,  president,  alderman,  assistant  alderman,  or  common  coun- 
cilnian  of  any  city,  borough,  or  incorporated  town  or  village,  in  any  of  the  said  States  or  their 
Territories,  or  within  the  District  of  Columbia;  but  all  aliens  admitted  toiíaturaUzation  under 
the  fcrcgoirig  provisions  and  limitationa  shall  enjoy  every  other  right  and  privilege  of  native-born 
cii'zens  which  is  not  expressly  limited  or  withhcld  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  emicled,  That  every  naturnlized  citizen,  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  wholly 
exempted  or  excused  from  involuntary  service  in  the  militia,  army,  and  navy  of  the  United 
S'.alcs. 

Szc.  3.  And  be  il  further  enacted^  That  every  free  white  alien,  being  an  able-bodied  male  of  at 
least  eeventeen  years  of  as^e,  who  Ehall,  in  time  of  wer,  engage  to  serve  the  United  States  a^ainst 
their  encmies,  for  at  least  two  years,  or  during  the  war,  in  any  company  or  vessel  of  war,  in  the 
army  or  navy  of  the  said  Statea,  shall,  on  obtaining  the  certifícate  or  cerlificates  of  failhful 
service,  signed  by  the  commandin»  officer  or  officsra  of  such  company  or  companies,  vessel  or 
vesscls  of 'war,  and  counteríiigned  by  the  next  higher  officer  in  the  army  or  navy  under  whom, 
if  any,  such  alien  has  servcd,  shall  be  admitted,  on  presenting  such  evidence  tu  any  court  desig- 
r.a'ed  iii  the  act  htreinbefoi-c  recited,  to  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of  citizenship  at  any  time 
conferred  by  the  act,  on  simr.ly  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  tíie  United  States,  and  making 
the  renunciation  enioined  in  the  said  act. 

h'EC.  4.  And  be  it  further  cnncted,  That  this  act  shall  take  eíTcct  on  and  after  six  months  from 
its  pajsege,  whnn  a¡l  providions  of  former  acts,  inconsistent  with  this  act,  shall  be  taken  and 
held  to  be  rcp'ialcd,  in  reepect  only  to  all  aliens  arriving  in  the  United  States  after  that  date. 

Should  some  hül  like  this  become  a  law,  it  would  not  in  the  slightest  degree  aífect  any  alien 
already  in  tiie  United  States,  or  who  might  arrive  within  six  months  after  its  date.  Of  course, 
the  rights  of  namralized  citizens  v.-ould  be  as  littlc  touched  by  the  act  as  thcse  of  native-born 
Citizens.  Wha*  foreigners  abroad  would  be  aíTected  by  the  law?  Probably  but  few;  possibly 
not  one  who,  ar.  the  time  of  its  passage,  would  have  a  mind  mado  up  to  migrate  to  the  United 
States.  As  to  all  fernnle  foreigners  arriving  after  the  passage  of  the  act  and  the  additional  six 
months,  they  would  be  the  sooner,  by  two  year^  admitted  to  all  the  civil  rights  of  citizenship, 
and  no  others'  have  ever  been  conferred  on  females.  Sooner,  also,  by  two  yeari^,  would  their 
male  relativts  and  frifjrtds  be  admitted  to  that  large  class  of  rights,  besides  eligibility  to  all  but 
íOKr  offices,  State  and  federal.  /.      i      i  \       a      u  * 

Aa  to  other  foreigners  abroad  and  in  existence,  or  who  may  hereaffer  be  born  abroad,  what 
right  wouM  they  have  now  or  in  future  to  complain  of  such  a  law?  We  already  in  the  United 
Statps,  whether  natives,  naturalized  citizens,  or  aliens,  have  a  great  question  of  "ajional  pohcy 
to  setile  for  our.^elves  and  our  own  posteriiy,  and  we  may  settle  it  for  the  oenefit  of  both,  with- 
out looking  to  speculaiive  philanthropy  or  liberty  beyond  such  posterity.  We  thmk  we  are 
liberal  enough  when,  in  r»roviding  for  America,  we  leave  the  door  of  admiseion  open  to  the  chil- 
dren  of  forei-ners,  now  abroad,  who  may  hereafter  be  born  here,  without  allowing  their  fathers 
to  come  and  hc!p  to  govern  us.  We,  who  alone  have  any  right  to  think  on  the  subject,  ciaim 
that  we  can  bc^t  govern  onrselvcs;  and  the  better  such  govcrnment  m  the  mean  time,  so  njuch 
the  better  for  the  foreigners  who  may  hereafter  come  among  us,  and  for  their  American-born 

^  \í  wi"í  be  ob«erved  that  the  bilí  proposes  to  leave  future  naturalized  citizens  as  elígible  to  all 
ofiiccs  and  trusts  as  thosc  who  have  heretofore  been  naturalized.  Many  of  them,  no  doubt,  wiü 
be  appointed  ai.d  electcd  to  high  places,  as  heretofore,  and  be  found  as  worthy  of  confidence  as  a 
Montgomery,  or  a  Morri.,  a  Gallatin,  a  Findlay,  or  a  Sm.ley.  We,  now  m  America,  me^n 
only  that,  aí¿r  a  given  time,  electora  born  on  the  soil  shall  alone  select  natives  or  adopted  citi- 
zens to  make  laws  (br  America,  or  to  administer  those  laws.  r  o      -^  «»  ««^  v:.« 

Dut  without  a  syllable  on  the  subject  of  electors  (voters)  for  electora  of  President  and  Vice 
Presid^m'because,  perhaps,  it  was  intended  they  should  be  chosen  by  the  State  legislatures,  as 
at  üresent  in  South  Carolina,  the  constitution  has  declared  :  j  i 

-  The    íou  ^e    f  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of  members  elected  every  second  year  by 
the  peopl    of  the  sever'al  States;  and  the  electora  ineach  State  sha  1  I^-;^f^^^,XKic^7^^^^^^^^^ 
site  for  the  electors  of  tne  most  numerous  b.andi  of  the  State  legislature."-(Artic!e  I,  secüon  2^ 

""^  No!  another  word  is  said  in  any  other  part  of  the  instrument  on  the  qualifications  of  voters. 
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In  view  pf  that  clausc,  it  may  be  asked,  and  to  the  confusión  ofeome  mindsr,  has  Corgress  thc 
power  to  limit  the  political  franchise  of  future  adopted  citizens,  as  ¡n  the  first  sectioii  of  the  bilí 

groposed?    The  answer  ie,  certainly  not,  if  that  were  the  only  clause  bearing  on  the  question. 
lut  here  are  two  othera : 

"Congress  shall  have.power"  "  to  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniforin 
!aw3  on  the  subject  of  bankruptcies,  ihroughout  the  United  States." — (Aiticle  1,  section  8, 
xiause  4.) 
And— 

**The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in 
the  several  States.  "—(Article  4,  eeciion  2,  clause  1) 

^  The  three  clauses  must  be  construed  togethtr,  and  if  they  can  be  harmonized  or  rendered  nct 
incompatible  wiih  each  other.  each  must  have  ¡ts  ful!  weight  and  effect.  Nothiní»-  more  easy 
than  to  solve  the  supposed  difficulty,  or  to  find  the  desired  hannony.  * 

It  is  evident,  that  if  each  of  the  original  thirteen— -novv  twenty-six — States  could  make  ¡ts  own 

different  rule,  Delaware,  against  the  will  of  Virginia,  might  make  adopted  citizens  for  both,  and 

Michigan  for  New  York,  greatly  to  the  annoyance  of  the  latter;  but  Virginia  is  not  reprcsented 

m  the  Delaware  legislature,  ñor  New  York  in  that  of  Michigan.     A  citizen  of  one  State  being  a 

ciüzen  of  every  other,  we  should  have  had  by  this  time  "confusión  worse  confounded"  every- 

where ;  but  that  it  was  precisely  to  avoid  this  opposition  and  interference  of  many  capricioús 

rulea  that  the  constitutton  in  expresa  ternis,  in  respect  to  the  adoption  of  foreigners  declares  that 

Congress  (in  which  a(I  thc  grates  are  equi»ab!y  represented)  shall  have  ths  power  to  ¡stablish  a  u-ni- 

form  rule  of  naturalizution  tkrovghsut  the  Unitid  States.     The  object  is  as  plain  as  the  lodírment  o^ 

the  power  was  indispensable.     No  act  of  a  single  State  can  be  put  in  concurrence  w'ith  euch 

power.     If  not  lefi  derelict  and  selzñd  upen  by  oliiers  from  sheer  necessity,  it  musí  be  exclnsiveig 

itt  the  hands  where  primarily  lod^-ed.     There  is  a  wide  field  left  for  the  cxercise,  on  the  part  of 

the  several  States,  of  the  power  to  determine  v;hat  shall  be  the  '-qualifications"  (alienage  ard 

naturalization  aeide)  "requiaitc  for  the  electors  of  the  mosl  numerous  branch  of  the  State  legis- 

lature."    There  is  the  land  and  other  propeny  qualifications  in  some  States  ;  age,  militia  servfce, 

Ac.,  in  others— all,  however,  within  the  range  of  ciiizenship,  whether  by  birth  or  naturalization] 

which  Congress  may  determine  for  all.    It  can  say  what  qualiñcaiions,  fo;  the  gocd  of  all  as  a 

Union,  shall  be  imposed  upon  adopted  citizens  in  respeci  to  the  political  franchise  of  votin^ 

throughout  the  United  States— as  the  constitution  ilself  imposed  the  qualifications  we  have  seen 

above,  on  other  political  franchises— eligibility  to  ffideral  offices  and  trusts.     Both  federal  and 

State  eligibility  lo  office  the  proponed  bilí  leaves  whcre  they  were  found. 

The  constitution  was  a  compromise  and  a  compact  between  all  the  people,  (ncarly,)  whether 
citizens,  aliens  (or  foreigners)  of  one  State,  and  similar  people  of  the  other  Siaícs,  or  between 
Ihe  people  generally  throughout  the  whole  Union  ;  which,  it  is  unimportant  to  the  present  ques- 
tion to  determine.  There  had  been  previously  no  intimate  unión  between  the  pañíes— no  uni- 
form rule  of  naturalization.  Each  State  had  loosely  adopted,  in  its  own  way,  nearly  all  aliens, 
not  alien  enemies,  who  had  come  within  their  lirnits. 

Natives  who  were  tories,  were  as  geneíally  expelled.    Political  and  military  services  were  the 

grcat  inducements  to  adoption— in  most  cases  without  certifícate  as  without  recort.    All very 

»early  all— had  earned  general  citizenship.  An  army  of  patriot  héroes  had  been  recenily  dis- 
oanded  far  from  iheir  native  hornea,  and  many  were  búU  unseftied  in  any  new  rc?it1ence.  Henee 
the  language  of  the  constitution— '-The  citizens  of  each  State  shall  be  (&c.)  citizens  of  the  sev- 
eral States."  That  clauee  was  a  sweeping  adoption  or  recogniíion.  It  callcd  a  nation  of  Ameri- 
cana mto  existence,  and  fixed  their  united  being.  Their  deacendanfs,  and  thote  since  adopted, 
with  their  children,  are  the  present  Americane— the  people  of  the  United  States. 

It  may,  perhapá,  be  objected  to  any  bilí  like  that  proposed— What  would  be  its  binding  forcé 
should  it  become  a  law?  Particular  States  might  siill,  at  their  pleasurc,  (it  may  be  said,)  per- 
iiiit  aliens  to  vote  for  all  functionariea— State  and  federa!— immediately  on  coming,  for  the  ñ.et 
time,  within  the  ihreehold  of  the  State.  The  onJy  answer  is- oaths  registered  in  hcaven,  as  on 
«arth.  lí  ihese  cannot  bind,  then  there  is  an  end  to  all  human  society  or  governmenf.  The 
'Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in  the  ñame  of  the  whole  people,  comm.inds— "  This  constiiu- 
tion,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuancc  thcrtof,  (&c.,)  r«hal!  be 
the  supieme  law  of  the  land  ;  and  the  judges  in  every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  anything  in 
the  constitution  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the  contrary  notwithí?tanding."  Aiso,  "  the  mcmbers  of 
the  several  State  legislatures,  and  all  execative  and  judicial  officers,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or 
aífirmation  to  supportthis  constitution."— (Art.  6,  sections  2  and  3.) 

But  I  have  not  time  for  declamation  or  poiish,  and  I  have  had  but  little  to  cite  principies  or 
presa  arguments.  I  have  only  writtcn  notes.  Much  support  might  be  dcrived  from  the  equaliy 
judicious  distribution  of  power  over  tiie  militia  between  federal  and  Siate  authorities.  The  ai.- 
alysis  and  application  are  left  to  abler  hands.  They  will  find  that  what  required  uniformity  waa 
given  to  one  side;  all  tliat  allowtd  disconformity  left  to  the  other.  Thc  reasons  were  thc  same 
aa  m  the  case  of  citizenship. 

It  is  not  probable  that  the  proposed  bilí  will  have  the  good  fortune  to  conciliate  the  general 
favor  of  either  Nutive-Americans  or  whi«s.  Thí^leading  demócrata  will  no  doubt  reject  it  as  an 
attempt  upon  their  "spoils."  Yet  it  is  not  seen  why  the  liberal  of  the  three  parties  may  not  sup- 
port the  measure.  More  cannot  be  ait  úned,  if  more  were  dcsirable,  without  an  alteration  of  the 
constitution  j  and  even  something  Icss  would  not  be  accepted  by  those  who  are  alrejidy  more  than 
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«atisfied  with  undue  advantages.  But  the  whigs  are  yet  surely  under  unraerited  defeat,  and  the 
Natives  fluehed  with  the  first  fruits  of  their  young  endeavors.  Thegreen  tree  waves  its  branchea 
and  the  fohage  to  the  breeze,  and  looks  with  the  confidence  of  inexpericnce  to  the  returning  sea- 
son.  No  nippmg  frost  has  ever  seared  its  hopes.  Yet  this  party  stands  on  the  "  unsteadfast 
footing  of  a  spear,"  or,  at  least,  a  sarro  w  isthmus,  which  the  first  wave  of  success,  coming  from 
either  side,  may  forever  wash  from  under  it3  feet.  Tnumph  would,  indeed,  be  more  fatal  to  its 
^f^'Ü*^"^"^  defeat.     As  yet  it  has  no  concerted  system  of  principies  or  measures — or  has  pró- 

c*a:...c«  nene — for  Caüying  furward  me  businesa  and  the  deveiopment  ot  this  concrete  and 
mighty  repubhc.  My  humble  advice  to  all  around  ue  is,  to  revive  your  epirits,  to  modérate  the 
intoxication  of  victory,  to  look  to  the  constitution,  to  serve  your  country  ir.  soberness  and  faitb, 
and  to  ecorn  to  be  the  slave  of  party  or  the  tool  of  demagogues. 

AMERICUS. 

GENERAL  SCOTT  AND  THE  CATHOLICS. 

Tluí  deniocratic  party  disdains  appeals  to  prejudices  of  all  kinds.  It 
has  always  preferred  to  fall  with  the  right  than  to  triumph  by  refasing  to 
denouiice  the  wrong.  It  has  compelled  the  admiration  even  of  its  ibes 
by  the  maiiner  in  which  it  has  scorned  the  devices  of  demagogues.  It 
could  have  niade  terms  with  the  Natives  ia  Peiinsylvania,  bu^refused, 
aiid  went  into  minority  for  its  independence.  It  could  have  made  terms 
with  anti-masonry,  but  reíused,  aud  went  into  minority;  and  so  from  the 
beginning  of  its  career  to  thc  end.  It  is  because  the  v/higs  are  just  the 
reverse  that  tlie  democracy  get  the  support  of  all  who  suífer  from  persecu- 
tion  for  opinion's  or  for  religiones  sake.  Henee  it  is  that  the  frienuo  of 
Scott  are  now  trying  to  seduce  the  Catholic  voters  of  this  country,  liere- 
tofore  mostly  with  the  democrats,  because  the  democrats  nev'er,  like 
Scott  and  the  whigs,  courted  the  Native  American  bigots  of  the  countr^^ 
Greeley  is  laboring  constantly  to  bring  about  this '  result — with  what 
success  the  future  must  show.  How  far  General  Scott  deserves  tlie 
support  of  this  class  of  our  countrymen,  the  foUowing  extract  from  his 
letter  dated  October  25,  1841,  published  in  this  pamphlet,  as  will  be  seen 
by  reference  to  it,  will  show  : 

**  But  I  do  not  onsider  it  respectful  to  the  people,  ñor  othcrwise  proper  in  a  candidate,  to 
eoücit  favor  on  a  pledge  that,  if  elected,  he  wüi  not  accept  a  second  nominaiion.  It  looks  too 
much  hke  a  bargain  lo  other  aspirants — yield  to  me  r.ow,  I  shall  soon  bo  out  of  your  way — 
too  much  like  the  interest  that  sometinies  governs  the  cardikals  iv  the  choice  of  a  pofk,  many 
to.'iíjg /or  THEMSELVEs  FIRST,  and,  if  wíihout  success.  riN'ALLY  FOR  thc  most  SUPEAAN'NUATED, 
in  ordcr  íhal  the  tlection  may  the  sooner  come  round  again."' 

There  is  no  attempt  to  conceal  the  sneer.  It  is  the  insult  to  a  class,  of 
one  who  has  been  reading  certain  horrible  stories  about  the  Catholics, 
and  who  is  often  ready — and  ^^  fired  with  indignalion,"  no  doubt — to 
resort  to  bold  measures  against  them.  No  more  striking,  positive,  and 
marked  demonstration  of  General  Scott's  feelings  on  this  subject  could 
be  desired.  As  this  aíFront  to  Catholics  and  adopted  citizens,  generally, 
has  never  been  recalled  or  recanted;  it  is  undoubtedly  one  of  those  prin- 
cipies of  his  whicli,  he  says,  are  ^^  convictions,"  and  of  course,  therefore, 
-one  of  the  well-known  incidents  of  his  past  íife,  referred  to  in  his  letter 
of  acceptance  as  the  best  pledge  he  can  make  for  the  future. 

The  New  York  ^^  Truth  Teller,"  the  oldest  and  one  of  the  most  influ- 
ential  of  the  Irish-American  papers,  deals  in  tlie  foUowing  scathing 
irony  upon  Scott's  nomination  : 

**  Scott's  nomination. — We  congratúlate  our  whig  frienda  on  thc  nomination  of  General  Scott 
for  the  pre#idcncy.  His  native  letter  which  we  publiáhed  a  few  weeks  ago  will  assuredly  secure 
him  the  entiie  vote  of  our  adopted  citizens.    Hi3  devotion  to  their  cause  cannot  be  doubted,  for 
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he  has  declared,  in  that  letter,  that  he  ía  in  favor  of  twenty-one  years'  residence  before  they 
should  be  naturaüzed ;  and,  not  satisfied  with  that,  he  even  would  prefer  that  they  ghould  not  be 
naíuralized  on  any  terms  at  all ! !    He  is  a  friend  to  Irishmen  with  a  vengeance." 

Another  widely-circulated  and  prominent  Catholic  paper^  the  ^'  In- 
structor/' of  Philadelphia,  thiis  refers  to  the  hypocritieal  attempt  of  the 
whigs  to  curry  favor  with  the  Cathohcs: 

*'An  attempt  has  been  made  to  excite  the  hostility  of  our  Catholic  fellow-citiz^ns  against 

General  Pierce,  the  democratic  candidate  for  the  prcsidency. — '  Oh  !  *  cried  they,  '  how  can  a 

Catholic  vote  for  a  New  Hampshire  man  ?    New  Hampshire,  the  only  State  in  the  Union  which 

refuees  to  Catholics  the  rights  of  citizenship !     Fie!  fie!  dear  Catholics,  dcn't  vote  for  a  New 

Hampphire  man.'    Such  was  the  hj/pocritical  cry.     It  is  true,  New  Hampshire,  to  hcr  shamc, 

does  retain  her  intolerant  laws — but,  mark  you,  General  Pierce,  in  his  place  in  ihe  Nev/  Hamp- 

chire  Jegislature,  repeatedly  gpoke  and  voted  for  the  repeal  of  those  laws !     That  they  disfrace 

the  8tatute-book,  is  no  fault  of  hÍ3 ;  that  he  endeavored  to  rernove  them  gives  him  an  additional 

claim  on  all  friends  of  civil  and  religious  liberty." 

THE  ORIGINAL  NATIVE  AMERICAN  LETTER  OF  GENERAL  SCOTT 
PROCLAIMED  A  FORGERY  BY  THE  WHÍG  LEADERS. 

The  whig  j»apers  in  many  parts  of  the  country  deny  the  geimineness  of 
the  letter  of  Gen.  Scott  to  Geo.  W.  Reed,esq.,  of  Philadelphia,  in  which  he 
lakes  ground  in  favor  of  the  most  extreme  and  malignant  Native  American 
views.     This  is  a  desperate  expedient  to  get  rid  of  an  unpleasant  remi- 
niscence,  but  it  will  serve  only  the  more  to  direct  attention  to  the  subject, 
and  to  set  on  foot  a  spirit  of  inquiry  into  the  facts  of  the  case.     It  has 
already  done  this,  and  the  investigation  has  been  conducted  with  the 
greatest  frankness  and  ability,  and  this,  too,  by  a  leading  whig  editor, 
who  has  been,  and  now  is,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  efficient  advo- 
cates  of  whig  principies  in  this  country.     We  alinde  to  General  James 
H  atson  Webb,  editor  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer.     It  is 
true,  he  is  not  enamoured  of  the  noinination  of  General  Scott;  but  his 
testimony  cannot  be  excluded  on  that  account,  inasmuch  as  he  is  one  of 
an  immensely  large  class,  and  bases  his  objections  to  Scott  on  grounds 
that  cannot  be  successfully  controverted,  at  the  same  time  that  he  adheres 
earnestly  and  ardenlly  to  the  whig  partv.     General  Webb  knows  all  abont 
the  Native  American  letter  of  General  Scott,  and  his  explanation  is  alike 
íull,  autlientic,  and  clear.     The  pretext  upon  which  the  western  and  other 
whig  papers  baso  their  opinión  that  the  Native  American  letter  of  Scott 
to  Keed  is  a  forgery,  is,  that  there  is  a  confusión  of  dates— the  letter,  in 
sonie  p  aces,  being  dated  in  1811,  and  in  oihers  in  1844.     But  General 
V\  ebb  shows  thaC  the  letter  is  ge?iu¿ne,  and  adduces  proof  of  it.     We  give 
his  testimony  from  a  late  number  of  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer. 
Ihe  letter  was  written  in  1844  instead  of  1841,  but  this  circumstance 
strengthens  instead  of  we¿ikens  the  argument  we  have  made  against  it. 
It  will  be  seen  that  General  Scott  hiinself  tcstifies  to  the  accuracy  of  his 
letter  to  Reed. 

[From  the  New  York  Courier  and  Enquirer.] 

1  JíJ^^inT^^  National  Cf»nvention  was  called  to  aseemble  at  Philadelphia  on  Monday,  June  7, 
1848,  and  we  were  on  the  ground  a.  early  as  the  3d.  On  Monday  we  were  shown  the  laiter 
half  of  a  letter  signed  \V  infield  Scott,  and  inquiry  wa.  made  of  us  whether  the  hand?vnf  in J  wag 
h,8.  We  answered  that  It  was,  and  inquired  for  the  first  part  of  the  letter  and  its  dale.  In  reX 
weweinformed  that  the  first  part  wa.  lost,  but  that  tho  letter  w:i3  written  from  México  and 

:TZt¡l  «^';r^f  '  ^'  ^®^^-  •  '^'^'\  ^''\l'r  ^"  ^'  ^^'«^ '  «"^  subsequent  developn.entrSemon- 
th.f  th.fi?.tl  ir  í"  ^"'  """''""  from  Washington,  and  bore  date  Novembe  10,  1844  and 
üiat  the  first  hal  of  it  was  supprecaed  in  order  that  the  falsehood  in  regard  to  its  date  might  the 
better  be  conc^alcd.    We  obtoined  a  copy  of  the  portion  of  the  letter  sh^'own  to  us,  whid  wL  ia 
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fnhe  oriSn^^^  ''  '^  '^''  '"'7  ^^'  P^blication,  and  which,  being  the  only  part 

as  will  b?nelÍiv.,  ^!fí'''^'^T'  •'*'^"^''  P"í  '"^  ''^^^^^-     '^^^«  ^^«^^  ^^^^^  ^ead  as  follows,  and, 
rouTdi  of  tüncwfpapí:?  ''"'  "  '^^'  ^"'  phroseology  from  that  which  is  now  going  th¿ 

,;^        ^        ^,  "Washington,  Ab«m&tr  10,  1844. 

are  nTeatedln  mld  Tn'Lh^lf"?'"'  '^  acknowledge  your  letter  of  the  9íh  instant,  written,  as  you 

«  Not  co  "fidtftX^^^^^^^         several  hundred  Native  American  republicans  of  Philadelphia. 
Davhi  M   vw  ^^^^^^      f        ^  ^°'  Pubhcation,  I  have  already  replied  to  a  friendly  letter  from 
and  n  ^¡te     ™sT.\t^'^  l^^  """^^  ^^^J^^''     ^  ^^'^  ^"^«  '^  Y^^  in  likemanne^ 

c^mmu^nicirtlon  ^'^     ''^  """"^  '''^''''''    ^  '""'^  '^"''  ^^^^^^^^'  ^^^«^^X  "^^^^^  you" 

*'  Should  any  considerable  number  of  my  countrymen  assign  rae  or  deeire  to  cive  me  a  nromi- 
nent  po.iiion  before  the  public,  í  shall  take  lime  to  methodiz^e  my  views  on  tL^gre^^  quSs 
Indtl".  P'^r'^'^H  -^^^r  -^^«.h-^their  origin  in  the  storm/elecüon Tn  l^Te  IpTngZlZ, 
and  were  confirmcd  m  the  week  that  Harrison  electors  were  chosen  in  New  York  On  boü^ 
occasions  I  was  in  that  c.ty,  and  heard  in  the  streets  the  cry,  Down  with  iKat  ves 'ItwS 
heard  m  almost  every  group  of  foreigners,  as  the  si^nal  for  rallying  and  outrege  Fired  Jifh 
to fc  "*  two  fnends  sat  down  with  me  in  my  parlor  et  the  Asíor'kouse,  (November,  1840) 
out  o  ^heN'omh'^rn!^^  '"  '""^r,  ^""^^•^""  P^^^^y-     The  day  afteV  the  electiin  I  s 

Wy  the  e  ec^r  oVTL.r^^  ??'"'  ^''"''"^J  ^".'''"  ^ V-'^"'  °PP^«^  ^^«  "«t  pubhshed.     Proba- 

[The  remainder  of  the  letter  is  the  portion  printed  by  the  Courier  in  itálico  1 

r.ni^''^fl^^^T^^n'"^''''  ^'^^^"Í^"S  '}]''  P^'-ioJ  «^  residence  before  naturalization  and  a  total 
repeal  ©f  all  acts  of  Congress  on  the  subject :  my  mind  inclines  to  the  latfer 

'*  Concurnng  fully  in  the  principies  of  the  party  in  Philadelphia,  &c  ,  &c'  I  should  prefer  ae- 

I  would  renpeafu lly  suggest.     Brou-ht  up  m  the  principies  of  the  Revolution-of  J.ffcrson 
Madison   &c    under  whom,  in  youih,  I  commenced  life-I  have  aU-ays  been  called,  I  hav¿ 
evcr  profeesed  myself,  simply  a  republican,  or  whig,  which,  with  me,  wcs  the  .same  ihir- 
IJemocraiic  Americans  would  include  all  good  native  citizens  dcvoted  to  our  country  and  it's  in- 
stitutions;  would  not  drive  from  us  naturalized  citizcns,  who,  by  long  residence,  llave  become 
identífied  wuh  us  in  feeling  and  interesi.  ^       o  i 

*'I  am  happy  to  eee  by  the  Philadelphia  North  American  that  religión  Í3  to  be  excluded  as  a 
party  eiement.  btaunch  Protesíant  as  I  am,  both  by  birth  and  conviciion,  I  shall  ncver  cons^ent 
lo  any  party  o r  State  religión.  Rcli-ion  is  too  Pacred  to  be  mingled  up  with  either.  It  should 
also  be  kept  cntirely  between  each  individual  and  his  God,  except  in  the  way  of  reason  and  gen- 
tle  persuasión,  as  in  familieP,  churches,  and  other  occasions  of  voluntary  attendance  (afier  vlars 
of  diecrelion)  or  reciprocal  consent. 

"  Wiahing  success  to  the  great  woik  which  you  and  other  patriota  have  happily  set  on  foot, 

"  I  remain,  with  high  reepect,  your  fellow-citizen, 

urr    n  ^xr  r.         ^  .  *'  WINFIELD  SCOTT. 

lo  Ueorge  Wasaington  Rked,  Esq.,  and  others,  Philadelphia." 

Extracts  from  this  letter,  bcaring  date  November  11,  1846,  being  widely  circulated,  the  Hon. 
Mr.  Clingman,  cf  North  Carolina,  as  well  as  ourself,  was  deceivectby  the  false  date;  and  whila 
we  transmitted  a  copy  to  this  city  for  publication,  he,  we  believe,  promptly  forwarded  a  copy  of 
the  extract  to  General  Scott,  who  replied  that  he  had  never  written  a  Une  from  México  upon  the 
auKjprt  of  nativiem.  Mr.  Clingman  thcrcupon  pronounced  the  whole  a  forgery.  As  we  had 
vouched  for  the  genuincnesa  of  the  original  when  called  upon  eimply  to  say  whether  it  was  or 
was  not  in  the  handwriting  of  General  Scott,  this  declaraiion  touched  rather  closely  *and  in. 
©onseguence,  we  invited  the  divine  in  whose  possession  we  had  seen  the  original  to  exhibit  it  to 
Mr.  Clingman  and  some  other  members  of  the  convention  assembied  for  the  purpose.  They 
also  pronounced  the  original  to  be  in  General  Scott's  handwriiing;  but  the  first  part  of  the  letter 
was  not  produced,  and  consequently  no  opportunity  was  at  that  time  aílbrded  to  prove  that  the 
assumed  date  was  a  fraud,  and  the  firet  part  of  the  letter  supprcesed  to  pievent  tiie  fraad  bein«- 
líetected.  *^ 

The  excitement  growing  out  of  this  matfer  was  very  great,  and  reaulted  in  compelling  the 
publication  of  the  whole  letter  as  abo  ve,  together  with  its  date.  But  accompanying  such  pub- 
lication, the  following  was  also  circu'atcd  : 

"Postscript  to  a  letter  from  Winfield  Scott,  dated  W&si>¡ngton,  November  10,  1844,  and  read 
at  a  naiional  convention  of  Naíive-American  delégales,  at  Pittsburg,  February  4,  1847 : 

"  *  1  am  in  the  hande  of  »iy  friends,  and  muBt,  at  leaat  for  a  whüe,  look  on  calmly.  Writing, 
however,  a  few  dnyc  ago  to  my  friend,  Mayor  Harper,  of  New  York,  1  half-jocoscly  said  that 
1  should  claim  over  him  and  others  the  foundership  of  the  new  pnrty,  but  that  1  had  diacovered 
this  glory,  like  cvery  other  American  cxcellenee,  belonged  lo  the  Father  of  his  Couutry.    In  the 
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dark  winter  spent  at  Vaüey  Forgc,  (1778,)  General  Washington  calied  for  an  addition  to  bis 
Native  Guarda,  and  directed  that  none  but  men  of  established  'fidelity,' '  American-born,'  should 
be  sent  to  headquarters !    The  order  was  reprintcd  in  the  National  IntelJigencer  of  the  14th  inst., 
but  ihe  comraents  on  it  were  nnt  writíen  by  me. 
"  To  IÍ£CTOR  Orr,  Printcr.'" 

[Copy.] 

**  Washington,  yovember  11,  1844. 
"  My  Dear  SiR,  (as  I  beg  leave  to  address  you :)  I  have  received  many  letters  in  my  life,  and 
complimentary  oncs,  too,  írorn  persons— in  the  opinión  of  the  world— in  position  much  higher 
than  yours.  But  1  know  not  that  I  have  ever  opened  one  that  so  stron^ly  impressed  me  as  that 
havinff  the  signature  of  *  Héctor  Orr,  prir.ter.'  In  that  simple  addition  the  great  Frankiin  de- 
l.'ghted  more  than  in  being  calied  ambaeeador.  Pancouke,  the  distinguished  printer  and  pub- 
Iisher  of  París,  gave  a  tplendid  edition  of  Frankiin's  autobiography  in  folio,  dedicated  to  hÍ3 
memory,  which  coramenced — 

"  'A  Benjamín  Franklin, 
"  ^  Imprirneur.'' 

"  A  letíer  from  him,  were  he  alive,  could  not  have  refremked  me  more  than  that  before  my 
cyes.  ít  gives  a  new  valué  to  any  Hule  good  I  have  done  or  attempted,  and  wili  stimulate  me  to 
do  all  that  may  fall  in  the  Kcope  of  my  power  in  the  rernainder  of  my  life. 

"  It  Í3  noí  the  ncmination  to  the  presidcncy  v/hich  has  froduced  the  eflfect  upon  my  feelings 
to  which  I  refer.  I  have  cften  becn  named  for  that  office  in  the  last  ninc  yeare  by  different 
pariial  individuáis,  wiihout  being  much  exhilarated  by  the  compliment.  The  office  itself  is 
hardly  an  object  of  desire  to  me  :  it  is  eomething  else.  I  have  not  got  time  to  acknowledge  the 
ccuseor  the  eíTcci.  At  some  eariy  date  I  shall  look  more  closely  into  both.  In  the  mean  time, 
please  send  me  the  history  of  the  Nalive  party  by  the  Sunday-school  boy  ;  and  also  ccnsider  rae 
a  &ubscriber  to  your  journal. 

"  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  a  letter  I  have  just  written  (NoTcmber  10,  1844)  to  G.  W. 
Reed  and  others,  which  will  explain  the  hurry  under  which  I  write.  1  have  not  the  time  to  read 
what  I  write.    Very  truly,  yours, 

"  WINFIELD  SCOTT.» 

*'  P-  S.— Inquines  have  come  to  me  also  from  the  party  in  New  York,  but  not  from  Baltimore. 
I  have  relamed  similar  replies. 
*'  Héctor  Orr,  Printer.  W.  S." 
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Fr.   J.   M.   S.   del  REAL.  Misionero  Ap  .stólíco  del  Colegio  de  propaganda  fide    de    Ntra.    Sra.    de   Guadalupe   de 
íacat^cas;  y  actual  Mitiistro  de  la   Miáon    de   San  Curlcí  da  Monterey   en  h   alta  California. 

Certifico  ca  toda  forma  de  derecho  que  en  el  archivo  de  esta  de  mi  cargo  se  halla 
nn  libro  forrado  en  badana  encarnada  título  ,  Í'a¿,^,ÍL->,  y  cae  consta  de  JJJ^/,  fojas 
útiles,  sin  contar  la  primera  y  ultima,  cuyo  'libro  di6  principio  el  dia  quince  de  Abrí» 
de  \B20  y  en  él,  al  folio   //í^    se   Iiallíi  uriO^^el  tenor  siííuicnte. 
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Babilitado  provUionalmente  por  la  Aduana  marítima  del  puerto  de  Monterey,  en  el  Departamento 
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